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INTRODUCTION 
 
This document is a Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) that 
addresses the potential environmental effects resulting from the construction of the Kanan 
Road and Agoura Road Roundabout in the City of Agoura Hills.  The roundabout concept plan is 
a component of the Agoura Village Specific Plan (2008), and identified in the Program Final 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Agoura Village Specific Plan (2006).  
 

LEGAL AUTHORITY AND FINDINGS 
 
This IS/MND has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Guidelines and relevant provisions of CEQA of 1970, as amended.   
 
Initial Study.  Section 15063(c) of the CEQA Guidelines defines an Initial Study as the proper 
preliminary method of analyzing the potential environmental consequences of a project.  The 
purposes of an Initial Study are: 
 

(1) To provide the Lead Agency with the necessary information to decide whether to 
prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or a Mitigated Negative Declaration; 

 
(2) To enable the Lead Agency to modify a project, mitigating adverse impacts, thus 

avoiding the need to prepare an EIR; and 
 
(3) To provide sufficient technical analysis of the environmental effects of a project to 

permit a judgment based on the record as a whole, that the environmental effects of a 
project have been adequately mitigated. 

 
Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration.  Section 15070 of the CEQA 
Guidelines states that a public agency shall prepare a negative declaration or mitigated negative 
declaration for a project subject to CEQA when: 

 
(a) The initial study shows that there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record 

before the agency, that the project may have a significant effect on the environment; or 
 

(b) The Initial Study identifies potentially significant effects but: 
 

1. Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by, or agreed to by the applicant 
before a proposed mitigated negative declaration and initial study are released for 
public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where 
clearly no significant effects would occur; and 

 
2. There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, 

that the project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment. 
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An IS/MND may be used to satisfy the requirements of CEQA when a proposed project would 
have no significant unmitigable effects on the environment.  As discussed further in subsequent 
sections of this document, implementation of the proposed project would not result in any 
significant effects on the environment that cannot be reduced to below a level of significance 
with the mitigation measures included herein. 
 

IMPACT ANALYSIS AND SIGNIFICANCE CLASSIFICATION 
 
The following sections of this IS/MND provide discussions of the possible environmental effects 
of the proposed project for specific issue areas that have been identified in the CEQA Initial 
Study Checklist.  For each issue area, potential effects are discussed and evaluated. 
 
A “significant effect” is defined by Section 15382 of the CEQA Guidelines as “a substantial, or 
potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions within the area 
affected by a project, including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and 
objects of historic or aesthetic significance.”  According to the CEQA Guidelines, “an economic 
or social change by itself shall not be considered a significant effect on the environment, but 
may be considered in determining whether the physical change is significant.”   
 
Following the evaluation of each environmental effect determined to be potentially significant 
is a list of mitigation measures and the residual effects or level of significance remaining after 
the implementation of the measures.   
 

USE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS IN THIS ANALYSIS 
 
The following environmental analyses and technical studies were used as a basis for this 
document: 
 

• Air Quality Impact Analysis Kanan Road and Agoura Road Roundabout, City of Agoura 
Hills, California, Giroux & Associates (March 2013) 

• Agoura Village Specific Plan Final EIR, City of Agoura Hills (March 2006) 
• Agoura Village Specific Plan Updated Final Revised and Recirculated EIR, City of Agoura 

Hills (August 2008) 
• Biological Resources Assessment and Impact Analysis – Kanan Road/Agoura Road 

Roundabout Project, Envicom Corporation (March 2013) 
• A Cultural Resources Investigation for the Proposed Kanan Road-Agoura Road 

Roundabout Project in the City of Agoura Hills, Los Angeles County, California. McKenna 
et al. (January 2013). 

• Drainage Calculations, Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. (April 2013) 
• Geotechnical Study, Agoura Hills Roundabout, Agoura Hills, California, Fugro West, Inc. 

(July 2008) 
• Oak Tree Report Agoura Road Roundabout, L. Newman Design Group, Inc. (March 2013) 
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• Traffic Analysis for Kanan Road and Agoura Road Roundabout, Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, Inc. (February 11, 2013) 

 
The Agoura Village Specific Plan Final EIR (2006) and the Agoura Village Specific Plan Updated 
Final Revised and Recirculated EIR (2008) are Program EIRs, as defined in the CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15168. The proposed roundabout was analyzed in these two EIRs, as a component of 
the Agoura Village Specific Plan (AVSP).  The analysis was based on a conceptual layout for a 
roundabout.  This IS/MND has considered the prior Program EIRs, and provides additional, site-
specific analysis of the environmental issues corresponding to the current roundabout design.  
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INITIAL STUDY 
 
PROJECT TITLE 
 
Kanan Road and Agoura Road Roundabout  
Case No. 13-OTP-010 
 

LEAD AGENCY and CONTACT PERSON  
 
City of Agoura Hills 
30001 Ladyface Court 
Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
Contact:  Allison Cook, Principal Planner (818) 597-7310 
 

PROJECT PROPONENT 
 
City of Agoura Hills 
 

PROJECT SITE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Location:  General area of the intersection of Kanan Road and Agoura Road, Agoura Hills, CA  
 
Assessor Parcel Numbers:  City right-of-way and portions of APNs 2061-033-016; 2061-031-
020; 2061-006-052; 2061-006-008; 2061-004-034; 2061-004-031; and 2061-004-027. 
 
Existing General Plan Designation:  Planned Development  
 
Existing Zoning:  Planned Development District (Agoura Village Specific Plan) 
 
Site Setting:   
 
The site is located in the City of Agoura Hills, in the County of Los Angeles (refer to Figure 1 
Project Location Map). The overall site is 5.8 acres and is located in the Agoura Village Specific 
Plan (AVSP) area. The site is currently a developed signalized intersection, with existing 
commercial retail developments with ornamental landscaping at the northwest and northeast 
corners of the intersection, and vacant lands at the southeast and southwest corners.  The site 
consists of developed areas, such as paved roads and sidewalks, as well as undeveloped, 
disturbed areas that are barren or sparsely vegetated, or that contain non-native grasses and 
forbs and isolated shrubs, native oak trees, and non-native pepper trees.  
 
The current lane configuration of the intersection is: 
 
NB:   one left turn lane, one through lane, and one shared through right lane 
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SB:  one left turn lane, one through lane, and one right turn lane 
EB:   one left turn lane and one shared through right lane 
WB: one left turn lane, one through lane, and one right turn lane 
 
Surrounding Land Uses 
 
The site is set within the Agoura Village Specific Plan (AVSP) area. Directly north and south of 
the site is Kanan Road, and directly west and east of the site is Agoura Road. At the northwest 
quadrant of the intersection is the Kanan Village shopping center; at the northeast quadrant is 
the USA Gasoline Station; at the southeast quadrant is vacant land; and at the southwest 
quadrant is vacant land that is being considered for a future mixed-use development project 
(although a formal application for development has not been filed with the City).  
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 
 
Background 
 
The Agoura Village Specific Plan (AVSP or Plan) was adopted, and the accompanying Program 
Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) certified, by the City Council in 2008. The AVSP is a 
plan to create a mixed-use (multi-family residential, office, retail, restaurant) village in an 
approximately 300-acre area along Agoura Road, generally between Kanan Road and Cornell 
Road.  One of the components of the AVSP is a proposed roundabout at the intersection of 
Kanan Road and Agoura Road. A very conceptual plan of a single lane roundabout was created 
and analyzed in the AVSP Program EIR. The EIR determined that the roundabout would be a 
Level of Service A (LOS A) in the a.m. and p.m. peak hours in the cumulative+proposed project 
scenario.   
 
The AVSP area has experienced little development since adoption of the Plan in 2008. The City 
is proposing to construct standard intersection improvements to Kanan Road/Agoura Road in 
the immediate future as part of the approved Agoura Road Widening Project. The immediate, 
or interim, intersection improvements include widening Kanan Road between Agoura Road and 
500 feet north and 1,600 feet south of the intersection, and widening Agoura Road about 600 
feet on either side of the intersection to allow for turning movements.  Upon completion of the 
interim intersection improvements, the lane configuration would be:  
 
NB: one left turn lane, one through lane, and one shared through right lane 
SB: two left turn lanes, two through lanes, and one right turn lane 
EB: two left turn lanes and one shared through right lane 
WB: one left turn lane, one through lane, and one right turn lane 
 
As part of the Agoura Road Widening Project, to the east of the intersection, Agoura Road will 
remain a two-lane roadway. To the west, it will be widened to four lanes.  The Agoura Road 
Widening and Canwood Street Improvements Project Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration was adopted by the City Council in December 2012. The City plans to begin 
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construction of the Agoura Road widening and the interim intersection improvements in late 
2014, with construction requiring between 18- 24 months. Therefore, these improvements are 
assumed to be in place by the expected opening year of the proposed roundabout in Year 2020. 
 
Project Elements 
 
The ultimate plan for the Kanan Road/Agoura Road intersection is a roundabout.  (See 
Appendix A - Project Plans). The proposed multi-lane roundabout consists of two travel lanes 
entering from each quadrant, and between one and two travel lanes exiting each quadrant of 
the roundabout. There is one bypass lane in the northeast quadrant. Assuming completion of 
the Agoura Road Widening Project, with the roundabout, Agoura Road would remain four lanes 
to the west, and two lanes to the east. The following would be the lane configuration with the 
roundabout: 
 
NB: one shared left through lane and one shared through right lane 
SB: one shared left through lane and one through lane and one right turn by pass lane 
EB: one left turn lane and one shared left through/right lane 
WB: one shared left through and one right turn lane 
 
Agoura Road consists of a Class II bike lane. With the roundabout, under separate entrances on 
Agoura Road and Kanan Road, cyclists would share sidewalks with pedestrians before entering 
and exiting the roundabout area and rejoining the bike lane.  
 
The roundabout would accommodate pedestrian crossings and sidewalks. Each leg of the 
roadways entering the roundabout contains pedestrian crosswalks with decorative paving, and 
sidewalks are incorporated along the exterior edges of the roundabout. The roundabout 
incorporates many elements, including the following: landscaped and cobblestone-paved 
splitter islands; landscaped center island with boulders, oak trees, a low (2’6” high) perimeter 
exterior stone wall, interior perimeter rail fencing of white painted redwood (four feet high) 
with stone veneer pilasters (five feet high), a band of interlocking pavers with directional 
markings around the base of the island, and a 3’9” – 6’3” high stone wall entry monument with 
the City of Agoura Hills logo as travelers enter the City heading northbound on Kanan Road; 
landscaped edges along the southwest and southeast quadrants; and additional landscape 
features in the northeast and northwest quadrants containing  a bioswale and dry streambed 
feature with boulders, and a 3’8” high white painted redwood simulated bridge with stone 
veneer pilasters of 4’6” high.  
 
The proposed plant palette includes coast live oak trees in the center island of the roundabout, 
as well as the following species along the perimeter of the roundabout, splitter island, and the 
roadway medians immediately adjacent to the roundabout: California sycamore, crape myrtle, 
western redbud, London plane tree, deer grass, cotoneaster blue fescue, rockrose, wild rye, 
carpet rose, Mexican sage bush, Japanese barberry, penstemon, creeping red fescue, sticky 
monkey flower, emerald carpet Manzanita, Douglas iris, California fuscia, compact Oregon 
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grape, and bush morning glory. The existing oak trees at the northwest quadrant of the project 
site are incorporated into the landscape plan.  
 
Street lights are proposed along Agoura Road and Kanan Road in the area of the roundabout. 
These are the same light standards that would be installed along Agoura Road as part of the 
Agoura Road Widening Project, approved and scheduled to be constructed in late 2014. The 
light standards are 30 feet tall, fluted steel pole shafts of a Craftsman-like style, with shielded 
and downward-facing illumination. No lighting is proposed in the roundabout island or for 
landscaping purposes.  
 
The roundabout is expected to improve circulation, reduce vehicle delay, facilitate large truck 
movements, and reduce conflict points when compared to a traditional intersection.  While the 
original concept included a one-lane roundabout, further analysis indicated that to be fully 
functional, a multi-lane roundabout was needed.  
 
Most of the project would be within existing City right-of-way; however, additional frontage 
area on private parcels bordering the intersection would be required, which would necessitate 
acquisition of the land area by the City. Construction of the roundabout would require private 
land acquisition on the vacant parcels bordering the roundabout on the southwest (APN 2061-
031-016; 24,577 square feet) and southeast (APN 2061-033-020; 26,348 square feet) corners.  
Other parcels would be affected by the project for grading and driveway reconstruction, or 
accessed temporarily during construction. Existing driveways for the developed parcels at the 
northwest and northeast quadrants would be retained. The parcels to be affected, and the 
proposed actions on the parcels, are listed below.  
 

Assessor Parcel 
Number 

Proposed Action 

2061-033-016 Right-of-way take of 0 .56 acre; grading 
2061-031-020 Right-of-way take of 0.6 acre; grading 
2061-006-052 Grading; two driveway reconstructions to match grades; loss of left 

turn access from driveway onto Agoura Road 
2061-006-008 Two driveway reconstructions to match grades, with one of the two 

driveways changed to right in/right out only 
2061-004-034 Possible grading; two driveway reconstructions to match grades 
2061-004-031 Two driveway reconstructions to match grades 
2061-004-027 Possible driveway reconstruction to match grades; retaining wall built 

as part of planned Agoura Road Widening Project potentially to be 
reconstructed 

 
The project would involve an estimated 16,787 cubic yards of excavation, and twenty cubic 
yards of fill. The roundabout project is funded by the County’s Measure R. 
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PUBLIC AGENCIES WHOSE APPROVAL MAY BE REQUIRED FOR SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS (e.g. 
permits, financing approval, or participation agreement): 

The project requires a City Oak Tree Permit for the removal of oak trees and for the 
encroachment into the protected zone of oak trees. No other permits or approvals from other 
agencies are required.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS AFFECTED 
 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, 
involving at least one impact that could be lessened to a level of insignificance through 
incorporation of mitigation.   

 

X Aesthetics 
 Hazards & Hazardous 

Materials  Public Services 

 
 
Air Quality 

 
Hydrology/Water Quality  Recreation 

X 
 
Biological Resources 

 
Land Use/Planning  Transportation/Traffic 

X 
 
Cultural Resources 

 
Mineral Resources  Utilities/Service Systems 

X Geology/Soils 
 
X Noise  

Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

 
 
Greenhouse Gases 

 
Population/Housing   

 
DETERMINATION 
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
 

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, 
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.  

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the 
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent.  A MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

X 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.  

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potential significant impact” or “potentially 
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect (1) has 
been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, 
and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as 
described on attached sheets.  An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it 
must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.   

 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed in an earlier 
EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards and (b) have been avoided 
or mitigated pursuant to an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or 
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is 
required. 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
 

 
 
 
 
Issues and Supporting Information 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
     
I.  AESTHETICS.  Would the project:    
     
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a 

scenic vista?  
 

  X  

b) Substantially damage scenic resources 
including, but not limited to trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within 
a state scenic highway? 

   X 

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the project site and 
its surroundings? 

  X  

d) Create a new source of light or glare which 
would adversely affect day or nighttime 
views in the area? 

 X   

 
DISCUSSION:    
 
a),c) The project site is set along the fringe of an urban area adjacent to the foothills of 

Ladyface Mountain in the Santa Monica Mountains, an important scenic resource. 
Ladyface Mountain, located just south of the site, dominates the landscape in the City of 
Agoura Hills, and is visible from many vantage points in the City, including this site. 
Agoura Road, as well as Kanan Road (from Agoura Road south to the City limits), are 
considered valuable community scenic resources (Natural Resources Element, General 
Plan, 2010), primarily in that they provide scenic views of Ladyface Mountain and the 
greater Santa Monica Mountains.  

 
 The project involves constructing a traffic feature in an existing roadway intersection 

and on immediately adjacent vacant properties south of the site. The properties on the 
northwest and northeast corners are developed with commercial buildings. The 
properties on the southwest and southeast corners are ultimately proposed for 
development under the Agoura Village Specific Plan (AVSP). Construction of the 
roundabout would require using a portion of the land on these latter two properties 
that directly fronts Agoura Road, which is barren or sparsely vegetated with mostly non-
native plant species.   

 
  The project would expand the current paved roadway area to encompass the 

roundabout dimensions, but there would also be a substantial increase in landscaping in 
the roadway area, since the roundabout includes a center island and splitter islands to 



Kanan Road and Agoura Road Roundabout 
Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 
 

City of Agoura Hills 
12 

 

be planted with trees, shrubs and groundcovers. In particular, the center island would 
contain native oak trees. Landscape features, such as wood rail fencing and stone walls, 
and simulated dry creek beds, would provide a natural, decorative appearance to the 
intersection, which is a gateway to the City from the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area and other points south. The AVSP specifies this entrance to Agoura 
Village (south entrance to Agoura Village on Kanan Road) as a “village monument,” used 
to identify primary entrances into the village. The purpose of the village monument is to 
signify the boundaries of the area and enhance the identity of Agoura Village. In part, 
the AVSP calls for such village monuments to function as a visual anchor and reflect 
natural elements and materials found within the City and surrounding areas. 
Monuments, according to the AVSP, shall also be significant in scale to clearly identify 
the area as an important place and shall be easily legible to motorists.  On one of the 
stone walls at the southern entry to the roundabout, the “City of Agoura Hills” and logo 
would be displayed.  

 
 The Natural Resources Element of the General Plan contains goals and policies to 

preserve significant visual resources through integration of natural features in a project, 
and the use of appropriate scale, materials and design to complement the surrounding 
natural landscape. Along scenic resources, such as Agoura Road and Kanan Road in the 
project area, the General Plan calls for protecting and enhancing the views and 
developing appropriate landscaping. 

 
 The proposed oak trees, additional landscaping in the right-of-way, and natural 

decorative hardscape features would likely enhance the appearance of the intersection, 
and denote the entry to the City, consistent with the AVSP. These features would not 
obstruct views to Ladyface Mountain and the Santa Monica Mountains, given their low 
stature and elevation of the site of 845-890 feet, and the comparative height of 
Ladyface Mountain, which rises to over 2,000 feet. Given the natural themes and 
materials in the landscape plan, the project could be seen as complementing the natural 
scenery.   

 
The project also includes the encroachment into the protected zones of four coast live 
oak trees, and the removal of seven coast live oaks and twenty-three valley oaks (a total 
of 30 removals). (Refer to the Oak Tree Report by L. Newman Design Group, Inc., March 
2013; and memorandums from the City’s Oak Tree and Landscape Consultant dated 
April 2013 and January 2014 in Appendix D). Another project, the Agoura Road 
Widening Project, is expected to begin construction by the end of 2014 (see 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT). The Agoura Road Widening Project would widen the 
roadway in the areas leading up to and out of the roundabout. The Agoura Road 
Widening Project would result in the removal of oak trees in the general area of the 
roundabout. If the Agoura Road Widening Project occurs prior to the Roundabout 
Project, as expected, the Roundabout Project would result in only protected zone 
encroachment to four coast live oaks along Kanan Road, near the Kanan Village Plaza, as 
the Agoura Road Widening Project is expected to result in the removal of the same 
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seven coast live oaks and twenty three valley oaks identified for the Roundabout 
Project. A more complete discussion of oak tree impacts, as well as required mitigation 
measures, is found in Section III. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.  
 
The design of the roundabout, particularly the need to consider proper design and 
safety issues, necessitated disturbance to these oak trees. The loss of these oak trees 
would adversely affect the natural character of the area. However, the proposed 
landscape plan indicates that native coast live oak trees would be planted in the center 
island of the roundabout. The remainder of the plant palette in the roundabout’s 
landscaped areas consists of a mix of mostly native and native cultivars, and some non-
native species that are drought tolerant and have low water usage. The AVSP identifies a 
recommended landscape palette in the Agoura Village area, consisting of native and 
non-native species that are of low water use and natural in appearance. The approved 
Agoura Road Widening Project includes landscape plantings along Agoura Road, 
particularly through Agoura Village just west of the intersection of Agoura Road with 
Kanan Road to its intersection with Cornell Road, which is based on the ASVP landscape 
plant palette. The Agoura Road Widening Project species include native plants and 
trees, and non-native, but natural looking species.   
 
Because coast live oak trees are proposed as a focal point in the center island of the 
roundabout, and the remainder of the landscape plan for the project consists of a 
majority of native species or cultivars, although with some naturalistic non-natives that 
are drought tolerant, and more rustic appearing hardscape and fencing/wall features, 
the project’s effects on a scenic vista and the existing visual character of the site and 
surrounding area would be considered less than significant.  
 
The City’s Oak Tree Ordinance and Guidelines address oak tree encroachments and 
removals, and would require an Oak Tree Permit and mitigation for the loss of any oak 
trees for the Roundabout Project. Please refer to Section III. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES for 
further discussion of oak tree impacts, particularly from a habitat perspective, and for 
required mitigation measures (MM BIO – 4)  
 

b) There are no state scenic highways within, or adjacent to, the City of Agoura Hills.  In 
any case, there are no scenic resource trees, rock outcroppings or historic buildings that 
would be affected by the project.  Therefore, there would be no impact. 
 

d) Since the project includes paving, striping, landscape planting, and the construction of 
stone wall and wood fence features, there are no features or materials that could cause 
a substantial amount of glare at the site and surrounding areas.  Currently at the 
intersection and along the Agoura Road and Kanan Road roadways, there are cobra 
head street lights (35 feet high).  There are also parking lot lighting (an estimated 20-25 
feet high) and light standards (an estimated 15-20 feet high) adjacent to buildings at the 
northwest corner of the intersection, including in front of the restaurant entrance 
directly at the corner of Agoura and Kanan Roads.  Lighting at the gas station at the 
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northeast corner of the intersection is located mostly on the north side of the building, 
away from the intersection.  There is no lighting currently at the two vacant parcels at 
the southwestern and southeastern corners. The proposed project would not add 
substantially to the existing lighting. The existing cobra head lights would be replaced 
with slightly less tall, and more decorative, roadway and intersection lighting of 30 feet 
in height, with shielded luminaires designed to minimize light overspill and glare onto 
adjacent areas. The light standards and luminaires are Craftsman-like in style. No 
landscape lighting is proposed at this time.  However, because there is the possibility of 
some landscape lighting being incorporated into the landscape plan during final design 
or at a date in the future, with the exact locations and design unknown, there remains 
the potential for adverse impacts from lighting on adjacent areas, including open space 
habitat areas, during nighttime hours.  A measure to ensure that these effects are 
minimized onsite (MM AES-1) is necessary. Impacts would be considered less than 
significant with mitigation incorporated.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
Upon incorporation of the following mitigation measure, impacts to aesthetics would be less 
than significant.  
 
AES-1 Light Spillover and Glare.  Lighting shall be sensitive to the natural character of the 

surrounding area, with lighting fixture shields, or, in the case of landscape lighting, 
lighting that is minimal and carefully directed to landscape features only, to avoid glare 
and light spillover onto adjacent properties and the natural environment. The lighting 
plan, including locations and specifications of the standards and fixtures, shall be 
submitted to the City Environmental Analyst for acceptance prior to the start of 
construction or issuance of a Grading Permit, whichever occurs first. 

 
 

Issues and Supporting Information 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
     
II.   AIR QUALITY.  Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air 
quality management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the 
following determinations.  Would the project: 
     
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 

applicable air quality plan?   X  

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute 
substantially to an existing or projected air quality 
violation? 

  X  
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c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of 
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is 
in non-attainment under an applicable federal or 
state ambient air quality standard (including 
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative 
thresholds for ozone precursors)? 

  X  

d) Result in a temporary increase in the concentration 
of criteria pollutants (i.e., as a result of the 
operation of machinery or grading activities)? 

  X  

e) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations?   X  

f) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial 
number of people?    X 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The following discussion and analysis is based on the Air Quality Impact Analysis Kanan Road 
and Agoura Road Roundabout (Giroux & Associates, February 2013), included as Appendix B.   
 
The federal and state governments have authority under the federal and state Clean Air Acts to 
regulate emissions of airborne pollutants, and have established ambient air quality standards 
for the protection of public health. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the federal 
agency designated to administer air quality regulation, while the California Air Resources Board 
(ARB) is the state equivalent in California.  Local air quality management is provided by the ARB 
through county-level or regional (multi-county) Air Pollution Control Districts (APCDs). The ARB 
establishes air quality standards and is responsible for the control of mobile emission sources, 
while the APCDs are responsible for enforcing standards and regulating stationary sources. The 
ARB has 14 air basins statewide. The City of Agoura Hills is within the South Coast Air Basin 
(Basin), which is under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD). The SCAQMD is required to monitor air pollutant levels to ensure that air quality 
standards are met and, if they are not met, to develop strategies to meet the standards. 
Depending on whether the standards are met or exceeded, the local air basin is classified as 
being in “attainment” or “non-attainment.” The Basin is a non-attainment area for both the 
federal and state standards for ozone and respirable particulate matter (PM10). The Basin is in 
attainment for the state and federal standards for nitrogen dioxide (NO2), and for carbon 
monoxide (CO).  
 
Under state law, the SCAQMD is required to prepare a plan for air quality improvement for 
pollutants for which there is non-compliance, referred to as the Air Quality Management Plan 
(AQMP). The SCQAMD updates the plan every three years. Each iteration of the SCAQMD’s 
AQMP is an update of the previous plan and has a 20-year horizon. The most recently adopted 
AQMP is the 2007 AQMP. However, a 2012 AQMP is currently in development. A draft final 
version of the 2012 AQMP was released in November 2012, but has not yet been formally 
adopted by the SCAQMD Board. The SCAQMD adopted the 2007 AQMP on June 1, 2007, and it 
was updated March 4, 2011 to include revisions to particulate matter (PM2.5) and ozone.  
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Appendix B, Table 2 (Health Effects of Major Criteria Pollutants) lists the pollutants regulated by 
the ARB, the sources of the pollutants, and their primary effects.  
 
a) A project may be inconsistent with the AQMP if it would generate population, housing 

or employment growth exceeding the forecasts used in the development of the AQMP. 
The 2007 AQMP, the most recent AQMP adopted by the SCAQMD, incorporates, in part, 
local city general plans and the Southern California Association of Government’s (SCAG) 
Regional Transportation Plan socioeconomic forecast projections of regional population, 
housing and employment growth. The proposed project involves the construction of a 
transportation feature and would not result in the development of residential uses that 
would cause a direct increase in the City’s population. Project construction would result 
in the need for temporary workers, but the operation of the roundabout would not 
cause an increase in employment. Therefore, the proposed project would be consistent 
with the AQMP, and impacts would be less than significant.  

 
b-d) The SCAQMD has established the following significance thresholds for construction 

activities and ongoing project operations within the South Coast Air Basin: 
 

TABLE II-1 
SCAQMD SIGNIFICANCE THRESHOLDS FOR POLLUTANTS 

 
Pollutant Construction 

Activities (lbs./day) 
Project Operations  

(lbs./day) 
Reactive Organic Gases (ROG) 75 55 
Nitrogen Dioxide (NOx) 100 55 
Carbon Monoxide (CO) 550 550 
Sulfur Dioxide (SOx) NA 150 
Respirable Particulate Matter 
(PM10) 

150 150 

Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) 55 55 
 
Construction Impacts 

 
Project construction would consist of the use of the following equipment for a total 
estimated period of twelve months.  
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TABLE II-2 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT FLEET AND WORKDAYS 

 
 

Pavement Removal and Excavation 
(3 months) 

2 Dozers 
2 Loaders/Backhoes 
2 Concrete Saws 
1 Trencher 

 
Paving and Roadway Improvements 

(9 months) 

2 Pavers 
2 Paving Equipment Machines 
2 Rollers 

  
In the analysis, it was assumed that construction activity would comply with SCAQMD 
Rule 403, which identifies measures to reduce fugitive dust, and is required to be 
implemented at all construction sites located in the Basin. These measures are included 
as MM AQ-1, listed below. 
 
Table II-3 shows that peak daily emissions during project construction would not exceed 
SCAQMD regional thresholds. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.  
 

TABLE II-3 
 ESTIMATED MAXIMUM DAILY PROJECT CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS 

 
Construction Phase Maximum Emissions (lbs./day) 

ROG 
 

SO2 NOx CO PM10 PM2.5 

Maximum Daily 
Construction Emissions 

6.3 0.1 47.9 30.3 11.52 4.23 

SCAQMD Regional 
Thresholds 

75 150 100 550 150 55 

Threshold Exceeded? No No No No No No 
 

Long-Term Operational Regional Impacts 
 

The proposed project, being a transportation improvement, would not cause an 
increase in operational impacts and is not expected to generate additional vehicular 
trips, as compared to a no-project condition (without addition of the roundabout). Use 
of roundabouts commonly reduces queuing delays for vehicles awaiting green lights and 
allows for designated turning movements without stopping. Therefore, there is a 
tangible air quality benefit from reducing engine idling commonly associated with 
signalized intersections. The Kanan and Agoura Road intersection serves approximately 
20,000 vehicles per day. Assuming an average vehicle delay of ten seconds, a total of 
about 55 idle-hours may be “saved” per day. At an idle emission rate of 0.38 pounds per 
hour of CO and 0.03 pounds per hour of NOx for passenger cars, the roundabout would 
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save around ten pounds of CO and one pound of NOx per day, a minor beneficial 
impact. Therefore, there would be no impacts that are adverse to air quality from 
ongoing operational activities.  
 
Microscale Impacts 

 
 Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas that is found in high 

concentrations near areas of high traffic volumes (often referred to as CO “hot spots”). 
The Basin is in attainment of state and federal CO standards, and has been for several 
years. Three major control programs have contributed to the reduced per-vehicle CO 
emissions: exhaust standards, cleaner burning fuels, and motor vehicle inspection and 
maintenance programs.  The SCAQMD has demonstrated that there are no “hot spots,” 
i.e., locations where emission concentrations expose individuals to elevated risks of 
adverse health effects, anywhere in the Basin.  

 
Nonetheless, a CO screening analysis was performed at the Kanan Road and Agoura 
Road intersection utilizing turning movement data provided by the project traffic report 
(Kimley-Horn & Associates, 2013). The one-hour CO concentration was calculated on the 
edge of pavement adjacent to this intersection. The significance of localized project 
impacts depends on whether the project would cause substantial concentrations of CO. 
A project is considered to have significant impacts if project-related mobile-source 
emissions result in an exceedance of the California one-hour and eight-hour CO 
standards of parts per million (ppm), which are: 1-hour = 20 ppm; and 8-hour = 9 ppm. 

 
Calculations were made for the existing traffic conditions time frame as well as future 
conditions for the morning and evening peak hours. The results of the microscale impact 
analysis are shown below in Tables II-4 and II-5.  
 

TABLE II-4 
ONE-HOUR CO CONCENTRATIONS (PPM)1 

 
Kanan and Agoura Road Intersection AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

Existing Conditions 3.9 3.9 
Year 2014 – Intersection Improvement 3.9 4.0 
Year 2020 – Opening Year 3.7 3.8 
Year 2035 – Buildout  3.6 3.7 

1 Includes 3.2 ppm background concentration 
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TABLE II-5 

EIGHT-HOUR CO CONCENTRATIONS (PPM)1 

 
Kanan and Agoura Road Intersection AM Peak Hour 

Existing Conditions 3.2 
Year 2014 – Intersection Improvement 3.3 
Year 2020 – Opening Year 3.1 
Year 2035 – Buildout 3.1 

1 Includes 2.8 ppm background concentration 
 
The existing peak one-hour local CO background level in 2011 in the project area vicinity 
was 3.2 ppm. With project implementation, in the existing time frame and inclusive of 
the background concentration, the maximum one-hour concentration is estimated to be 
3.9 ppm, which is well below the one-hour standard of 20 ppm. The maximum ambient 
8-hour CO concentration in 2011 was 2.8 ppm. The project’s maximum 8-hour CO 
concentration of 3.2 (inclusive of the background concentration) is also substantially 
below the standard of 9 ppm. As such, project impacts from CO “hot spots” would be 
less than significant. 

 
Localized Significance Thresholds  

 
The SCAQMD has developed Localized Significance Thresholds (LSTs) in response to 
concern regarding the exposure of individuals to criteria pollutants in local communities. 
According to the SCAQMD’s publication, Final Localized Significance Thresholds (LST) 
Methodology, the use of LSTs is voluntary, to be implemented at the discretion of local 
agencies. LSTs represent the maximum emissions from a project that will not cause or 
contribute to an air quality exceedance of the most stringent applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standards at the nearest sensitive receptor, taking into consideration 
ambient concentrations in each source receptor area, project size, distance to a 
sensitive receptor, etc. LSTs are most often applicable for particulate matter exposure 
for sensitive receptors, which commonly include residences, schools, medical facilities, 
day care centers or other locations where children, chronically ill individuals or other 
sensitive persons could be exposed to air pollution. The worst case assumption is that 
the receptor remains outdoors for the duration of the exposure period because indoor 
air pollution levels, especially that for particulate matter, are much lower than outdoors. 
For the proposed project, the primary source of possible LST impact would be during 
construction. The residential caretaker units, one each at the Agoura Self Storage 
(29301 Agoura Road) and the Conejo Valley U-Store-It (29055 Agoura Road), are the 
closest sensitive receptors. The nearest caretaker unit, at Conejo Valley U-Stor It, is 
about 175 feet away from the closest project perimeter.  

 
 LST pollutant screening level concentration data is currently published for 1, 2 and 5 

acre sites for varying distances. Construction emissions are based on the number of 
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equipment hours and the maximum daily soil disturbance activity possible for each 
piece of equipment, as shown below in Table II-6. 

 
TABLE II-6 

MAXIMUM DAILY DISTURBED ACREAGE PER EQUIPMENT TYPE 
 

Equipment Type Acres/8-Hr-Day 
Crawler Tractor 0.5 
Graders 0.5 
Rubber Tired Dozers 0.5 
Scrapers 1 

  
For the LST analysis, based on this table, the proposed project would result in two 
disturbed acres daily during peak construction activity:  2 dozers x 0.5 + 2 tractors x 0.5 = 
2.0 acres disturbed. LST screening tables are available for 25, 50, 100, 200 and 500 
meter source-receptor distances. There are no sensitive uses with a potential 24-
hours/day exposure immediately adjacent to the project site. The nearest residential 
use is approximately 175 feet from the closest project perimeter. Therefore, a 
conservative receptor distance of 50 meters was selected for analysis.  The project site 
is located in Source Receptor Area 6 (SRA-6), which is designated by the SCAQMD as 
West San Fernando Valley and includes the City of Agoura Hills. LSTs have been 
developed for NOx, CO, PM10 and PM2.5. Table II-7 shows LSTs for the nearest residential 
use compared to the maximum daily project construction activities, and indicates that 
projected emissions are below the LST for construction. Therefore, impacts would be 
less than significant.  
 

  TABLE II-7 
LST AND PROJECT EMISSIONS (pounds/day) 

 
LST 2.0 acres/50 meters 
West San Fernando Valley 

CO NO2 PM10 PM2.5 

143 903 17 5 
Max On-Site Emissions 2014 30 48 3 3 

 
e) Air quality impacts are analyzed relative to those persons with the greatest sensitivity to 

air pollution exposure. Such persons are called “sensitive receptors.” Sensitive 
population groups include young children, the elderly and the acutely and chronically ill 
(especially those with cardio-respiratory disease). Residential areas are considered to be 
sensitive to air pollution exposure because they may be occupied for extended periods, 
and residents may be outdoors when exposure is highest. The nearest residential use is 
about 175 feet away from the closest project perimeter. As discussed in Items b)-d) 
above, however, the project would not exceed air quality standards during construction 
or operation of the project. Therefore, air quality impacts to nearby sensitive receptors 
would be less than significant.  
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f) Given the nature of the project being a transportation feature, the project is not 

expected to create or emit objectionable odors. The project would result in no impact. 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
The following measures are to ensure that air quality impacts remain less than significant.  
 

AQ-1 Dust Control Measures. During site preparation and grading, the following 
measures shall be implemented:  

  
a. Minimization of Disturbance. Construction contractors shall minimize the 

area disturbed by clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation operations 
to prevent excessive amount of dust.  

 
b. Soil Treatment. Construction contractors shall treat all graded and excavated 

material, exposed soil areas, and active portions of the construction site, 
including unpaved on-site roadways to minimize fugitive dust. Treatment 
shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, periodic watering, application 
of environmentally safe soil stabilization materials, and/or roll compaction as 
appropriate. Watering shall be done as often as necessary, and at least twice 
daily, preferably in the late morning and after work is done for the day. 

 
c. Soil Stabilization. Construction contractors shall monitor all graded and/or 

excavated inactive areas of the construction site at least weekly for dust 
stabilization. Soil stabilization methods, such as water and roll compaction, 
and environmentally safe dust control materials, shall be applied to portions 
of the construction site that are inactive for over four days. If no further 
grading or excavation operations are planned for the area, the area shall be 
seeded and watered until landscape growth is evident, or periodically treated 
with environmentally safe dust suppressants, to prevent excessive fugitive 
dust.  

 
d. No Grading During High Winds. Construction contractors shall stop all 

clearing, grading, earth moving, and excavation operations during periods of 
high winds (20 miles per hour or greater, as measured continuously over a 
one-hour period). 

 
e. Street Sweeping. Construction contractors shall sweep all onsite driveways 

and adjacent streets and roads at least once per day, preferably at the end of 
the day, if visible soil material is carried over to adjacent streets and roads. 

 
f. Stockpiling and Transporting Material. If importation, exportation and 

stockpiling of fill material is involved, earth with five percent or greater silt 
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content that is stockpiled for more than two days shall be covered, kept moist, 
or treated with earth binders to prevent dust generation.  Trucks transporting 
material shall be tarped from the point of origin or shall maintain at least two 
feet of freeboard. All material transported off-site shall be securely covered to 
prevent excessive amounts of dust. 

 
AQ-2 NOx Control Measures.   
 

a. Electricity.  When feasible, electricity from temporary power poles on site 
shall be utilized rather than temporary diesel or gasoline generators. 
 

b. Mobile Equipment Fuel. When feasible, on site mobile equipment shall be 
fueled by methanol or natural gas (to replace diesel-fueled equipment), or, 
propane or butane (to replace gasoline-fueled equipment). 

 
c. Diesel Fuel Vehicles.  Aqueous diesel fuel or biodiesel (B20 with retarded fuel 

injection timing), if available, shall be used in diesel fueled vehicles when 
methanol or natural gas alternatives are not available. 

 
AQ-3 Ozone Precursor Control Measures.   

a. Equipment engines shall be maintained in good condition and in proper tune 
as per manufacturer’s specifications. 
 

b. As feasible, schedule construction periods to occur over a longer time period 
(i.e., lengthen from 60 days to 90 days) during the smog season so as to 
minimize the number of vehicles and equipment operating simultaneously. 

 
AQ-4 Decrease Emissions. Decrease emissions of diesel particulate matter during site 

grading by implementing one of the following four measures.  
 

a. Construction contractors shall not operate more than two pieces of heavy-duty 
diesel-powered equipment within 600 feet of any residence at any time. 

 
b. Construction contractors shall use biodiesel fuel in all on-site diesel-powered 

equipment.  Biodiesel that is blended with low sulfur diesel fuel shall be used, 
if available. 

 
c. Construction contractors shall use only Tier 2 diesel-powered earth moving 

equipment. 
 

d. At least 80 percent of the diesel-fueled construction equipment in terms of 
brake-horsepower shall have diesel particulate filters (DPFs) installed, or all 
equipment shall be equipped with diesel oxidation catalysts. 
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Issues and Supporting Information 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant Impact 

with Mitigation 
Measures 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
     
III. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.  Would the project:     
     
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or 

through habitat modifications, on any species identified 
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game or U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service? 

 X   

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat 
or other sensitive natural community identified in local 
or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game or U. S. Wildlife 
Service? 

 X   

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected 
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, 
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

 X   

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any 
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with 
established native resident migratory wildlife corridors, 
or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

   X 

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting 
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy 
or ordinance? 

 X   

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Conservation Community 
Plan, other approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

   X 

g) Result in substantial damage to, loss of, or removal of 
native oak trees or other locally identified specimen 
trees of significance? 

 X   

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The following discussion and analysis is based on the Biological Resources Assessment and Impact 
Analysis – Kanan Road/Agoura Road Roundabout Project (Envicom, March 2013) found in 
Appendix C, including site reconnaissance field surveys conducted on February 20 and 21, 2013. It 
is also based on the Oak Tree Report prepared for the project (L. Newman Design Group, Inc., 
March 2013), and memorandums from the City’s Landscape and Oak Tree Consultant dated April 
2013 and January 2014, all found in Appendix D. A full listing of plant and wildlife species 
observed within the project area, and those that have the potential to occur in the project area, 
are included in the Appendices to the Biological Resources Assessment and Impact Analysis – 
Kanan Road/Agoura Road Roundabout Project. 
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Regulations 
 
Federal and state statutes provide a regulatory structure that guides the protection of biological 
resources. The following discussion provides a summary of those laws that are most relevant to 
biological resources in the vicinity of the project site.  
 
Federal Endangered Species Act  
 
The Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 (FESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) defines an 
endangered species as “any species that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant 
portion of its range...” (16 U.S.C. 1532(6)). Threatened species are defined as “any species which 
is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a 
significant portion of its range” (16 U.S.C. 1532(20)). Under provisions of Section 9(a)(1)(B) of the 
FESA, it is unlawful to “take” any listed species. “Take” is defined as actions that “...harass, harm, 
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such 
conduct” (16 U.S.C. 1532(19)). Further, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), through 
regulation, has interpreted the terms “harm” and “harass” to include certain types of habitat 
modification as forms of a “take” (40 Fed. Reg. 44412, 44416, 54748, 54750). For purposes of this 
assessment, the following acronyms are used for federal status species:  
 

FE Federal Endangered 
FT Federal Threatened 
FPE  Federal Proposed Endangered 
FPT  Federal Proposed Threatened 
FC  Federal Candidate for Listing 

 
 
Federal Clean Water Act  
 
The Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes the basic structure for regulating discharges of pollutants 
into the waters of the U.S. and regulating quality standards for surface waters. Section 404 
requires a permit for discharges of dredged or fill material into the navigable waters of the United 
States. Section 401 requires that any applicant for a federal permit for an activity that may result 
in any discharge into the navigable waters provide the permitting agency with a certification from 
the applicable state agency that such discharge will comply with state water quality 
requirements. 
 
Under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has 
authority to regulate activities that could discharge fill or dredge material or otherwise adversely 
modify wetlands or other “waters of the United States.”  Perennial and intermittent creeks are 
considered waters of the United States and are within the regulatory jurisdiction of the USACE.  
The USACE implements federal policy of Executive Order 11990, which is intended to result in no 
net loss of wetlands value or acres. In achieving the goals of the Clean Water Act, the USACE 
seeks to avoid adverse impacts and to offset unavoidable adverse impacts on existing aquatic 
resources.  Any fill or adverse modification of wetlands may require a permit from the USACE 
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prior to the start of work.  Permits from the USACE also require a CWA Section 401 water quality 
certification from the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). 
 
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and the local Los Angeles Regional RWQCB 
have jurisdiction over “waters of the state,” pursuant to the Porter-Cologne Water Quality 
Control Act, which are defined as any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, 
within the boundaries of the state. The SWRCB has issued general Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDRs) for discharges to “isolated” waters of the State.  The Los Angeles RWQCB enforces 
actions under this general order for isolated waters not subject to federal jurisdiction, and is also 
responsible for the issuance of water quality certifications pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean 
Water Act for waters subject to federal jurisdiction.  
 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act  
 
The federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) makes it unlawful to take, possess, buy, sell, 
purchase, or barter any migratory bird species listed in 50 CFR Part 10, including feathers or other 
parts, nests, eggs, or products, except as allowed by implementing regulations (50 CFR 21).  
 
California Endangered Species Act  
 
The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish and Game Code, Sections 2050 et seq.) 
defines an endangered species as “...a native species or subspecies of a bird, mammal, fish, 
amphibian, reptile, or plant which is in serious danger of becoming extinct throughout all, or a 
significant portion, of its range due to one or more causes, including loss of habitat, change in 
habitat, overexploitation, predation, competition, or disease.” The CESA defines a threatened 
species as “...a native species or subspecies of a bird, mammal, fish, amphibian, reptile, or plant 
that, although not presently threatened with extinction, is likely to become an endangered 
species in the foreseeable future in the absence of the special protection and management 
efforts required by this chapter.” Any animal determined by the commission as rare on or before 
January 1, 1985 is a threatened species.” Article 3, Sections 2080 through 2085, of the CESA 
addresses the taking of threatened or endangered species by stating “No person shall import into 
this state, export out of this state, or take, possess, purchase, or sell within this state, any species, 
or any part or product thereof, that the commission determines to be an endangered species or a 
threatened species, or attempt any of those acts, except as otherwise provided...” Under the 
CESA, “take” is defined as “...hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, 
catch, capture, or kill.” Exceptions authorized by the CESA to allow “take” require “...permits or 
memorandums of understanding...” and can be authorized for “...endangered species, 
threatened species, or candidate species for scientific, educational, or management purposes.” 
For the purposes of this assessment, the following acronyms are used for state species:  
 

SE State Endangered 
ST State Threatened 
SCE State Candidate Endangered 
SCT State Candidate Threatened 
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SFP State Fully Protected 
SP State Protected 
SR State Rare 
CSC California Species of Special Concern 

 
California Fish and Game Code  
 
Some sensitive mammals and birds are protected as “fully protected mammals” or “fully 
protected birds,” as described in Sections 4700 and 3511 of the California Fish and Game Code, 
respectively. California Species of Special Concern (“special” animals and plants) listings include 
special status species, including all state and federal protected and candidate species, Bureau of 
Land Management and U.S. Forest Service sensitive species, species considered to be declining or 
rare by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) or National Audubon Society, and a selection of 
species that are considered to be under population stress but are not formally proposed for 
listing. This list is primarily a working document for the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s (CDFW, formerly CDFG) California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) project. 
Informally listed species are not protected, but warrant consideration in the preparation of biotic 
assessments.  For some species, the CNDDB is only concerned with specific portions of the life 
history, such as roosts, rookeries, or nest sites. 
 
Sections 3505, 3503.5, and 3800 of the California Fish and Game Code prohibit the take, 
possession, or destruction of certain bird species, their nests or eggs. Section 1602 Fish and Game 
Code requires a project proponent to notify the CDFW of any proposed activity that may 
substantially modify a river, stream, or lake.  
 
Perennial and intermittent streams also fall under the jurisdiction of the CDFW, Section 1600 et 
seq. of the Fish and Game Code (Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements). The CDFW has 
regulatory authority over work within the stream zone consisting of, but not limited to, the 
diversion or obstruction of the natural flow or changes in the channel, bed, or bank of any river, 
stream or lake.  
 
California Native Plant Society  
 
The California Native Plant Society (CNPS) is a private plant conservation organization dedicated 
to the monitoring and protection of sensitive plant species in California. This organization has 
compiled an inventory comprised of information focusing on geographic distribution and 
qualitative characterization of rare, threatened, or endangered vascular plant species of 
California. The inventory serves as CDFW’s candidate list for designating plants as threatened and 
endangered. The CNPS has developed five categories of rarity:  
 

List 1A Presumed extinct in California 
List 1B Rare, threatened, or endangered throughout their range 
List 2 Rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common in other 

states 
List 3 Plant species for which additional information is needed before rarity can be 
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determined 
List 4 Species of limited distribution in California (i.e., naturally rare in the wild), but 

whose existence does not appear to be susceptible to threat 
 
Within these categories, 0.1 is defined as seriously threatened in California (over 80 percent of 
occurrences threatened/high degree and immediacy of threat). 0.2 is defined as fairly 
threatened in California (20 to 80 percent occurrences threatened/moderate degree and 
immediacy of threat); and 0.3 is defined as not very threatened in California (fewer than 20 
percent of occurrences threatened/low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats 
known).  
 
City of Agoura Hills 
 
The City’s General Plan Natural Resources Element, Biological Resources Section, provides for 
goals and policies to protect open space and other natural areas, along with significant wildlife 
and vegetation, to ensure a sustainable environment.  The City’s Oak Tree Preservation 
Ordinance and Guidelines provide for the protection and replacement of oak species that are 
disturbed by development.  
 
Site Setting 
 
The site topography is generally flat to gradually sloped, except for an embankment along the 
south side of Agoura Road and a steep road cut to the east of Kanan Road.  Elevations range 
from about 845 feet to 890 feet. The site consists of developed areas, including paved roads 
and sidewalks, as well as undeveloped, disturbed areas that are barren or sparsely vegetated, 
or that contain non-native grasses and forbs, and isolated shrubs, native oaks, and non-native 
pepper trees.  A large unpaved, barren area to the southwest of the existing intersection is used 
seasonally for commercial activities.  This area and additional barren areas to the southeast of 
the intersection are also used routinely by motor vehicles as turnarounds and temporary rest 
stops.  Lindero Canyon Creek flows in a culvert beneath Agoura Road near the western end of 
the project site.  The culvert discharges to an open channel lined with grouted rock riprap on 
the south side of Agoura Road.  Areas to the north of the project site are built-up with 
commercial uses, while areas immediately south are undeveloped and generally disturbed. 
However, further to the south, beyond the project limits, the landscape transitions to extensive 
undisturbed native habitat.  
 
Vegetation within the built-up and developed portion of the project site is mostly ornamental, 
although there are a few native valley oaks (Quercus lobata) and coast live oaks (Quercus 
agrifolia) along the northern side of Agoura Road, and some roadside areas that are not 
landscaped contain common urban weeds.  
 
Within the naturally occurring vegetation in the undeveloped portions of the project site to the 
south of Agoura Road, the composition and condition of the vegetation indicates disturbance 
over a long period of time. The plant communities here include California Annual 
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Grassland/Herbaceous; disturbed California Buckwheat Shrubland; and disturbed Valley Oak 
/Annual Grass-herb Woodland. These communities are described more fully below. 
 
California Annual Grassland/Herbaceous 
 
The most prevalent plant community in this area is an herbaceous community dominated by 
non-native grasses and forbs, which is interspersed with a few native shrubs and native valley 
oaks and coast live oaks.  Representative species include annual brome grasses, slender wild 
oat, hoary mustard, bur-clover, black mustard, tecolote, foxtail barley, and Italian thistle.  
Although primarily dominated by non-natives, a few native shrubs and herbs are also sparsely 
distributed, including California sand-aster, coyote bush, common fiddleneck, narrowleaf 
milkweed, slender tarplant, turkey mullein, American bird’s-foot trefoil, and red maids.  
 
Barren and sparsely vegetated areas also cover a significant proportion of the project site.  
Barren and sparsely vegetated areas are cleared, mowed, or otherwise disturbed on a routine 
basis.  These areas generally lack native species. Representative species observed during the 
biological survey include red brome, foxtail barley, hoary mustard, bur-clover, small-flowered 
cheeseweed, Mediterranean grass, pineapple weed, red-stemmed filaree, and Peruvian pepper 
trees.  
 
California Buckwheat Shrubland 
 
A disturbed California buckwheat scrub community occurs on and in the vicinity of the steep 
road cut to the east of Kanan Road, in the southern portion of the site.  This community is 
relatively common in the region on road cuts and in disturbed roadside areas.  Representative 
species on the road cut include California buckwheat, want buckwheat, California aster, chalk 
live-forever, and a variety of non-native herbs.  
 
Valley Oak /Annual Grass-herb Woodland 
 
Mature native valley oaks, as well as a few smaller valley oaks and coast live oaks, are 
concentrated along the south side, and a few along the north side, of Agoura Road.  The mature 
oaks to the south of Agoura Road appear to be a remnant of what was once a more extensive 
valley oak woodland or savanna.  A few shrubs grow beneath the canopies and in the vicinity of 
the oak trees, including native chaparral honeysuckle, native blue elderberry, and the non-
native horehound.  The National Park Service (NPS) has identified these oak trees in its 
vegetation mapping of the Santa Monica Mountains and its environs as a part of a Valley 
Oak/Annual Grass-herb Woodland plant community.  
 
a) During the site survey, 86 plants were observed, including 45 native, and 41 non-native 

plants. A full listing of plant species observed within the project area, and those that have 
the potential to occur in the project area, is included in the Appendices to the Biological 
Resources Assessment and Impact Analysis – Kanan Road/Agoura Road Roundabout Project. 
Note that ornamental species in landscaped areas were not surveyed and so are not 
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included on this list.  
 
Special status plant species are those plants listed, proposed for listing, or candidates for 
listing as threatened or endangered by the USFWS under the Federal Endangered Species 
Act (FESA); those listed or proposed for listing as rare, threatened, or endangered by the 
CDFW under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA); and plants occurring on List 1B 
and List 2 of the CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants. In Appendix B of the 
Biological Resources Assessment and Impact Analysis – Kanan Road/Agoura Road 
Roundabout Project is an analysis of the potential for occurrence of special-status plants, 
including an evaluation of growth form, blooming period, protected status, primary habitat 
associations, and an assessment of the potential for occurrence as high, moderate, low or 
none. Given the highly disturbed condition of the site and the results of the project survey 
and springtime botanical surveys of the southwestern portion of the site in prior years, 
special status plant species are believed to be absent, with no potential to occur onsite. 
Therefore, impacts to candidate, sensitive, and special status plant species are expected to 
be less than significant.  
 
Wildlife observed during the biological survey of the site consisted of species common, or 
relatively common, to the region.  As listed in Appendix C of the Biological Resources 
Assessment and Impact Analysis – Kanan Road/Agoura Road Roundabout Project, the 
wildlife consisted of one reptile, 18 species of birds, and three mammals, and included the 
following: western fence lizard, acorn woodpecker, American crow, black phoebe, California 
towhee, Cassin’s kingbird, dark-eyed junco, house finch, lesser goldfinch, mallard, northern 
flicker, oak titmouse, red-tailed hawk, Say’s phoebe, song sparrow, western scrub jay, 
white-breasted nuthatch, white-crowned sparrow, yellow-rumped warbler, California 
ground squirrel, coyote, and desert cottontail.   
 
No rare, threatened, or endangered wildlife species were identified during the site survey.  
An analysis of the potential for such species to occur at the site was also performed, and is 
included in Appendix D of the Biological Resources Assessment and Impact Analysis – Kanan 
Road/Agoura Road Roundabout Project. The potential for occurrence analysis was based on 
the reported range and distribution of the species and the type and extent of habitat 
available at the site.  
 
The potential use of the site by special status wildlife species, although unlikely, is limited to 
one reptile, three bird, and five mammal species listed as California Species of Special 
Concern, and one bird listed as California Fully Protected [SFP]. No species listed as 
threatened or endangered under the FESA or the CESA are expected to be present at the 
site. The white-tailed kite [SFP] has moderate potential to forage on a temporary basis over 
the site and in the surrounding area.  Special status wildlife species listed as Species of 
Special Concern with low potential to occur at the site include the coast horned lizard, 
loggerhead shrike, burrowing owl, Vaux’s swift, pallid pat, spotted bat, Townsend’s big-
eared bat, western mastiff bat, and western red bat.  All of these species are anticipated to 
only forage at the site or pass through or roost on a temporary basis and would not inhabit 
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or reproduce at the site.  Also, as all special status wildlife species that may occur at the site 
would occur only rarely or occasionally, they would not be significantly affected by habitat 
loss that would result from development of the proposed project, as the impacted area 
would represent a very small proportion of the available habitat within their ranges.  
Although the white-tailed kite, loggerhead shrike, and Vaux’s swift would be capable of 
escaping harm during project construction, the other species are slow moving or could be 
present in burrows or cavities and could be directly impacted by the project. Impacts to 
candidate, sensitive, and special status wildlife species are expected to be less than 
significant with mitigation, as listed below in MM BIO-1.  
 
The native and non-native trees, shrubs, and dense herbaceous vegetation at the site and 
the native and non-native habitats in the surrounding area provide potential 
nesting/breeding habitat for birds, including raptors. Several bird species may nest at or in 
the vicinity of the proposed project site, and could therefore be subject to direct or indirect 
adverse impacts by the project.  Grading and construction, if conducted during the nesting 
bird season (February 1 to September 15) would have the potential to result in the loss of 
trees, shrubs, and dense herbaceous vegetation that could contain active bird nests.  In 
addition, grading and construction would occur within 500 feet of habitats, including bird 
species, which could be susceptible to indirect impacts due to construction activity and 
noise. Project activities that result in the loss of bird nests, eggs, and young, would be in 
violation of one or more of California Fish and Game Code sections 3503 (any bird nest), 
3503.5 (birds of prey), or 3511 (Fully Protected birds).  Also, removal or destruction of one 
or more active nests of any other birds listed by the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA), whether nest damage was due to vegetation removal or to other construction 
activities, would be considered a violation of the MBTA and Fish and Game Code Section 
3511, and would be a significant impact. Therefore, impacts to nesting/breeding birds 
would be considered a less than significant with mitigation, as listed below in MM BIO-2.  

 
b) The plant communities at the site and its surrounding area were compared with those plant 

communities included in the Vegetation Classification of the Santa Monica Mountains 
Natural Recreation Area and Environs in Ventura and Los Angeles Counties, California 
(CDFG/CNPS, June 2006) and the List of Vegetation Alliances and Associations (Natural 
Communities List) (CDFG, September 2010). These documents provide comprehensive lists 
of officially recognized plant communities occurring in the Santa Monica Mountains and 
environs and in the State of California, respectively. In these documents, each plant 
community is assigned a conservation status rank (also known as “rarity rank”), which is 
used to determine the sensitivity of the plant community.  Plant communities with global or 
state status ranks of GI through G3, or S1 through S3, respectively, are considered to be 
sensitive, and are referred to as “natural communities of special concern.”  Sensitive plant 
communities are communities that are of limited distribution statewide or within a county 
or region, and are often vulnerable to environmental effects of projects.  Plant communities 
are classified based on plant species composition and abundance, as well as slope and soil 
type conditions. 
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Of the plant communities at the site, the California Annual Grassland/Herbaceous is 
unranked, the disturbed California Buckwheat Shrubland is G5/S5, and the disturbed Valley 
Oak/Annual Grass-herb Woodland is G3/S3. Although the California Annual 
Grassland/Herbaceous plant community has not been assigned a conservation status rank, 
these areas are dominated by non-native grasses and forbs, and are not considered 
sensitive. The California Buckwheat Shrubland plant community found on and adjacent to 
the road cut along Kanan Road is also non-sensitive. Although the Valley Oak/Annual Grass-
herb Woodland has a G3, S3 conservation status ranking, the woodland at the site lacks 
significant resource value due to its highly disturbed condition and very close proximity to 
existing development, and so provision of protected status for the woodland in this case is 
not warranted. Therefore, the project would have a less than significant impact on the 
sensitive natural communities within and adjacent to the site.  
 
Riparian habitat is found south of the project site at Lindero Canyon Creek, at the western 
end of the project site.  Just south of Agoura Road, Lindero Canyon Creek discharges from 
an underground culvert to an open channel that is lined with grouted rip-rap along its 
eastern bank. There is a cattail wetland along the margins of the open channel, and about 
150 feet to the south of the site. the creek is surrounded by riparian willow woodland. 
Lindero Canyon Creek south of Agoura Road is within the regulatory jurisdiction of the 
USACE, CDFW, and RWQCB. The riparian habitat of the creek would not directly be 
impacted by the project, as no construction would occur within or directly adjacent to the 
creek. However, due to the close proximity of the creek to the project site, the creek could 
be subject to inadvertent encroachment during construction activities, which has the 
potential to result in the loss of, or damage to, riparian habitat. Mitigation Measure BIO-3 
would be necessary to reduce the potential for encroachment into the creek. Therefore, 
impacts riparian habitat would be less than significant with mitigation. 

 
c) As described in Item b) above, Lindero Canyon Creek is located adjacent to the project site. 

As well as containing riparian habitat, the creek is considered a jurisdictional feature (e.g. 
drainages, wetlands), and subject to regulation by the USACE and RWQCB. While the 
jurisdictional wetlands and open waters of Lindero Canyon Creek would not be directly 
impacted by the project, there is the potential they could be inadvertently damaged or 
removed as a result of nearby construction activity. As such, Mitigation Measure BIO-3 
would be necessary to reduce the potential for encroachment into the creek. Therefore, 
impacts to jurisdictional habitat would be less than significant with mitigation. 

 
d) The project site is not within a mapped wildlife corridor. The closest wildlife corridor is near 

Liberty Canyon, located about 2.5 miles east of the site (General Plan, 2010). The project 
site is situated within an existing City right-of-way that is currently developed as a road 
intersection, and adjacent developed and undeveloped properties along the perimeter of 
the intersection.  The site is at the margin of the City’s urban area, and the extensive natural 
habitats of the foothills to the south of the site are suitable for wildlife movement through 
the area. However, the project would not expand into the open spaces near the Ladyface 
Mountain hillside area. There are no known wildlife nursery sites within the City of Agoura 
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Hills or adjacent to the City. Therefore, there would be no impact to wildlife corridors, fish 
or wildlife movement, or wildlife nursery sites.  

 
e,g) There are forty two (42) coast live oaks (Quercus agrifolia) and valley oaks (Q. lobata) 

within the general project area. The Oak Tree Report and memorandums from the City’s 
Oak Tree Consultant indicate that the Roundabout Project has the potential to encroach 
within the protected zone of four (4) coast live oaks, and remove a total of thirty (30) 
oak trees (Oak Trees 105 through 123, 166 through 174, 207 and 257), one of which is a 
landmark oak tree (Oak Tree 113). Of these removals, seven (7) would be valley oaks, 
and twenty three (23) would be coast live oaks. Consequently, an Oak Tree Permit 
would be required, pursuant to the City’s Oak Tree Preservation Ordinance and 
Guidelines.  

 
 The four (4) oaks to be encroached upon (Oak Trees 175, 182, 254, 255) are located on 

the west side of Kanan Road, adjacent to the Kanan Village Center. The two (2) oaks at 
the northwest quadrant of the roundabout directly adjacent to the north side of Agoura 
Road and also adjacent to the Kanan Village Center (Oak Trees 172, 173), would remain, 
and are incorporated into the project’s landscape plan. Another oak tree further west of 
the roundabout on the north side of Agoura Road (Oak Tree 257) would also remain, 
and is incorporated into the landscape plan. Nonetheless, because of the proximity of 
construction activities to these three trees, the City’s Oak Tree Consultant has 
determined that such construction work may accelerate the decline or death of the 
trees, and as a precautionary measure, the trees should be considered removals and 
their loss compensated.  

 
As noted in the DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT and in Section I. AESTHETICS, the Agoura 
Road Widening Project (approved by City Council in December 2012) is expected to be 
completed prior to implementation of the roundabout. The Agoura Road Widening 
Project includes lane expansion of portions of the roadway segments leading into the 
roundabout, which would involve removal of pavement, grading, and paving. These 
activities would result in the loss of, and encroachment into the protected zone of, oak 
trees along Agoura Road and Kanan Road, including the removal of thirty (30) oaks. Oak 
tree mitigation measures, including planting of additional oak trees, were incorporated 
into the Agoura Road Widening Project IS/MND. They include replanting for the loss of 
the three oaks trees along Agoura Road, described in the prior paragraph, which would 
remain, but may be affected by construction work. Therefore, potential impacts from 
construction of the Roundabout Project are expected to be limited to encroaching into 
the protected zone of the four (4) coast live oaks along Kanan Road near the Kanan 
Village Plaza, assuming that existing oak trees to be removed would already be affected 
and mitigated for (mitigated outside of the Roundabout Project area) by the Agoura 
Road Widening Project. Upon construction of the Agoura Road Widening Project, the 
City’s Oak Tree Consultant would verify the oak trees that were removed as part of the 
Agoura Road Widening Project, and any additional oak tree impacts resulting from the 
Roundabout Project would need to be mitigated. Upon approval of an Oak Tree Permit, 
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including necessary protective and mitigation measures, impacts to oak trees are 
expected to be less than significant. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant 
with mitigation. 
 
Mitigation measures (MM BIO-4) consistent with the City’s Oak Tree Preservation 
Ordinance and Guidelines would ensure protection of the oak trees to remain, and 
compensation for the loss of any oak trees. As long as the protective measures and 
compensation measures of replanting oaks are accomplished as part of the Oak Tree 
Permit, as necessary, the project would be consistent with the City’s Oak Tree 
Preservation Ordinance and Guidelines. 

 
f) There are no Habitat Conservation Plans, Natural Conservation Community Plans, other 

approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans in or near the project site. 
Consequently, there would be no impact.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
Upon implementation of the following measures, impacts to biological resources would be 
reduced to a less than significant level.  
 

BIO-1 Special Status Wildlife. Prior to beginning ground or vegetation disturbing 
activities, a qualified biologist, acceptable to the City’s Environmental Analyst, 
shall conduct two pre-project surveys for special status wildlife species.  The first 
survey shall be conducted no more than seven (7) days prior to commencing 
project activities, and the second survey shall be conducted no more than three 
(3) days prior to commencing project activities. The pre-project survey shall 
incorporate methods to detect the special status wildlife species that could 
potentially occur at the site. Prior to beginning project construction, the 
methods and results of the surveys, which shall comply with CDFW protocol, 
shall be presented in a letter report to the City’s Environmental Analyst. If a 
special status species is found, the appropriate regulatory agency (CDFW or 
USFWS) shall be notified by the City’s Environmental Analyst. If avoidance is not 
feasible, appropriate measures to mitigate for the presence of the species onsite 
shall be determined in consultation with the City’s Environmental Analyst, 
CDFW, and USFWS, if applicable, which may involve the capture and transfer of 
the species to an appropriate habitat and location where the species would not 
be harmed by project activities. The biologist shall hold the requisite permits for 
the capture and handling of the species, as required by the CDFW and/or 
USFWS, as applicable. If a special status species is found during pre-project 
surveys, a qualified biologist shall monitor all ground and vegetation disturbing 
project activities in that area. The biological monitor shall conduct ongoing 
searches for such special status species periodically throughout project activities 
and implement all required measures to avoid impacts to the species.  
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BIO-2 Nesting Season.  To the extent feasible, the City of Agoura Hills shall not remove 
or otherwise disturb vegetation or conduct any other site preparation or 
construction related activities within the work areas to avoid impacts to 
breeding and/or nesting birds from February 1 through August 31, the 
recognized breeding, nesting and fledging season for raptor and bird species.  If 
vegetation disturbance (including cutting or removal of oak trees), site 
preparation, or construction related activities in the work areas during the 
breeding and nesting season cannot be avoided, then prior to any ground or 
vegetation disturbing activities, the City shall have a qualified 
biologist/ornithologist acceptable to the City Environmental Analyst, conduct 
two (2) surveys of all breeding and nesting habitats within the work areas and 
vicinity. The extent of the survey buffer area surrounding the site shall be 
established by the biologist to ensure that direct and indirect effects to 
nesting/breeding birds are avoided. The first survey shall be conducted no more 
than two (2) weeks prior, and the second survey no more than three (3) days 
prior, to initiation of vegetation disturbance, site preparation, or construction 
related activities. A report discussing the results of the bird surveys shall be 
submitted for review by the City Environmental Analyst prior to any vegetation 
removal, site preparation or construction activity. If active nests are found within 
the survey area, activities within a 300-foot radius (500 feet for raptors) shall 
stop until an appropriate buffer can be established, and the buffer area shall be 
fenced off. Activities within the fenced area shall be postponed or halted, at the 
discretion of a biological monitor, until the nest is vacated and juveniles have 
fledged, as determined by the biologist, and there is no evidence of a second 
attempt at nesting.  If a state or federally listed species is found, the CDFW and 
the USFWS, when applicable, shall be notified within 24 hours of the sighting, 
and construction work shall stop until concurrence has been received that 
operations may proceed. The biologist shall record the results of the 
recommended protective measures described above to document compliance 
with applicable state and federal laws pertaining to the protection of native 
birds, and provide the documentation to the City’s Environmental Analyst. 

 
BIO-3 Protective Fencing.  Prior to all ground disturbing and construction activities, the 

City of Agoura Hills shall demarcate an appropriate buffer, as determined by a 
biologist and/or the City’s Environmental Analyst, around the Lindero Canyon 
Creek jurisdictional areas adjacent to the project footprint with sturdy 
exclusionary fencing to prevent the encroachment of project activities into 
jurisdictional areas. The fencing shall be marked with high visibility tape and 
signage identifying the stream and associated wetland and riparian habitats as a 
“sensitive habitat area.” The fencing shall be placed such that it does not 
interfere with the movement of wildlife within native habitats or along Lindero 
Canyon Creek. Prior to the start of ground disturbance or construction activities, 
a qualified biologist approved by the City’s Environmental Analyst shall verify 
that the fencing has been correctly installed. The fencing shall be routinely 
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inspected and maintained in functional condition for the duration of the project.  
 
BIO-4 Oak Trees.  The following measures would compensate for the loss of oak trees, 

and would protect existing oak trees to remain.  
 

a) If the Agoura Road Widening Project is constructed prior to the Roundabout 
Project, and the anticipated thirty (30) coast live oaks and valley oaks are 
removed (verified by City Oak Tree Consultant inspection after completion of 
the Agoura Road Widening Project), then the Roundabout Project shall not 
be required to compensate for the loss of such trees. If the Agoura Road 
Widening Project is not constructed prior to the Roundabout Project and the 
thirty (30) oak trees would be removed by the Roundabout Project, then the 
Roundabout Project shall be responsible for compensation for the oak tree 
removal as follows.  

 
Compensation for the loss of thirty (30) coast live oak and valley oak trees shall 
include planting of at least four hundred fourteen (414) inches of trunk 
diameter of new oak trees within the landscape. The exact species, planting 
sizes and planting locations shall be subject to review and approval by the City 
Planning and Community Development Director and the City Oak Tree 
Consultant. At least one hundred eighteen (118) oak trees shall be planted, to 
include the following eighty-nine (89) trees: 
 

 Twenty nine (29) thirty-six-inch (36”) box size trees. 
 Fifty-eight (58) twenty-four-inch (24”) box size trees. 
 Two (2) container-grown sixty-inch (60”) box size trees to mitigate for the 

removal of Oak Tree #113, a designated landmark tree. 
 
Coast live and valley oak trees shall be incorporated into the landscape plans 
for the Roundabout Project as feasible (considering available planting areas). If 
it is determined that there is insufficient land available in the project area to 
plant the full number of mitigation trees, the City shall then replant and 
maintain the remainder of oak trees on land owned by the City or other entity 
within the City or its vicinity, which is retained for preservation. If sufficient 
lands are not available for oak tree restoration to complete the remainder of 
the plantings on available land, the City may pay an in-lieu fee for the 
remainder of the mitigation requirement. The exact amount of the fee is to be 
determined by the City’s Oak Tree Consultant, per the Guide for Plant 
Appraisal (9th edition) and based on the appraised value of the trees and/or 
the cost that would be normally associated with planting mitigation trees, and 
approved by the City Planning and Community Development Director. The in-
lieu fee shall be paid to the City’s Oak Tree Mitigation Fund prior to issuance of 
a grading permit or commencement of project construction, whichever occurs 
sooner. The City’s Oak Tree Mitigation Fund is used to purchase open space 
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land and plant oak trees. Oak tree mitigation for the project using the in-lieu 
fee shall be implemented within five (5) years of completion of the project 
construction. 
 
An Oak Tree Mitigation Plan shall be prepared by a qualified professional, 
satisfactory to the Director of Planning and Community Development, which 
complies with the tree replanting requirements listed herein, and which shall 
identify at least the following:  
 
 Specific sites to be replanted, methods of planting and spacing, and 

quantities and sizes to be planted. Maintenance requirements, including 
weeding, watering, and replanting, as necessary.  

 Monitoring requirements for at least a three (3) year period following 
installation, including required documentation to be submitted to the City’s 
Environmental Analyst and City Oak Tree Consultant.  

 Performance criteria and measures of success.  
 
Mitigation sites shall be selected such that no sensitive species or habitat 
would be displaced or impacted by the restoration of oaks. The Oak Tree 
Mitigation Plan shall be submitted to the City’s Environmental Analyst and City 
Oak Tree Consultant for review, and approved by the City Planning and 
Community Development Director, prior to issuance of a grading permit 
and/or initiation of project construction, whichever occurs first. Mitigation 
completion shall occur no later than one (1) year after the completion of the 
Roundabout Project.  

 
If the Agoura Road Widening Project does not remove the full anticipated 
thirty (30) oak trees, but any of these remaining oaks are subsequently 
removed as a result of the Roundabout Project, then the compensation for 
oak tree loss shall be at the following ratios:  

 
 Compensation for the loss of coast live oak and valley oak trees shall be at a 

ratio of 4:1, with at least two (2) 24-inch box specimens and one (1) 36-inch 
box specimen, with the remaining tree diameter dependent on the size of 
the individual tree to be removed, pursuant to the City’s Oak Tree 
Ordinance and Oak Tree Preservation Guidelines. Compensation for the loss 
of one (1) landmark oak tree shall be two (2) container grown 60-inch box 
size trees. 

 
b) The following measures are required for encroachment into the protected 

zone of four (4) oak trees (Oak Trees 175, 182, 254, 255) and to protect any 
other existing oak trees to remain: 
 
 All excavation within the protected zones of Oak Tree #s 176, 182, 254, and 
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255 shall be performed using only hand tools under the direct observation 
of the City Oak Tree Consultant. 

 
 No activities are permitted within the protected zones of Oak Tree #s 176 

through 178, 256, 258, and 259. They are to be preserved in place with no 
direct impacts. 

 
 No pruning of live wood shall be permitted unless specifically authorized by 

the City Oak Tree Consultant. Any authorized pruning shall be performed by 
a qualified tree worker under the direct observation of an International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) certified arborist. Pruning operations shall be 
consistent with ANSI A300 Standards – Part I Pruning and the most recent 
edition of the International Society of Arboriculture Best Management 
Practices for Tree Pruning. 

 
 Prior to the start of any mobilization or construction activities on the site, 

oak trees shall be fenced at the edge of the protected zone in strict 
accordance with Article IX, Appendix A, Section V.C.1.1. of the City of 
Agoura Hills Oak Tree Preservation and Protection Guidelines. The City Oak 
Tree Consultant shall approve the fencing location subsequent to 
installation and prior to the start of any mobilization or work on the site.  

 
 The contractor performing the work shall avoid damage to the oak trees 

from exhaust from heavy equipment by means of exhaust diversion devices 
to redirect or diffuse exhaust from being directed in a concentrated manner 
to tree limbs and foliage overhanging the street to further avoid damage to 
the oaks.  

 
 No vehicles, equipment, materials, spoil or other items shall be used or 

placed within the protected zone of any oak tree at any time, except as 
specifically required to complete the approved work.  

 
 No herbicides shall be used within one hundred feet (100’) of the dripline of 

any oak tree unless the program is first reviewed and endorsed by the City 
Oak Tree Consultant.  

 
 No planting or irrigation is permitted within the protected zone of any 

existing oak tree without approval from the City Oak Tree Consultant.  
 
 Prior to completion of the project, each existing and new oak tree shall be 

mulched throughout the dripline with three inches (3”) of approved organic 
mulch as needed to supplement natural leaf litter. 
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IV.CULTURAL RESOURCES.  Would the project:     

     
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 

historical resource as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5? 

 X   

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5? 

 X   

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource 
or site, or unique geologic feature?  X   

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of 
formal cemeteries?  X   

e) Result in physical disruption of an identified sacred place or 
other ethnographically documented location of significance to 
native Californians? 

  X  

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The following analysis is based on A Cultural Resources Investigation for the Proposed Kanan 
Road-Agoura Road Roundabout Project in the City of Agoura Hills, Los Angeles County, 
California prepared by Jeanette A. McKenna of McKenna et al on January 10, 2013 (Appendix 
E). The McKenna et al investigation involved an archaeological records search at California State 
University, Fullerton, South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC); historical land use 
search of Los Angeles County Assessor files; Native American consultation; review of 
paleontological overviews; and a field survey on November 25, 2012. 
 
a) No California Point of Historical Interest, California Historical Landmarks, California Register 

of Historic Places listings, California Historical Resource Inventory listings, or National 
Register of Historic Places listings have been identified within one mile of the project area.  
No evidence of historic archaeological resources was identified in the project area.  
Nonetheless, the project area is considered moderately sensitive for historic archaeological 
resources, given its location along the previous alignment of the 1913 Highway 101 and 
possibly earlier road beds. A program of construction monitoring, as listed below (MM CR-
1), would be required to ensure there are no significant impacts to historic archaeological 
resources. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with mitigation measures. 

 
b) The project area is ethnographically associated with the Ventureño, a subgroup of the wide-

ranging and complex Chumash cultural group.  A review of records showed that there are 
thirteen prehistoric archaeological sites within one mile of the project site. The most 
significant of these is CA-LAN-41, which extends into the project site.  While no evidence of 
prehistoric archaeological resources was identified in the project area, research indicates 
that there is a relatively high potential for the presence of prehistoric resources associated 
with CA-LAN-41 beneath the existing roadways.  Monitoring of ground disturbing activities 
by an archaeologist and Native American monitor, and the proper assessment of any 
resources, if found, are required to reduce potentially significant impacts to prehistoric 
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archaeological resources (MM CR-1). Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with 
mitigation measures. 

 
c) The project area generally consists of Tertiary era Conejo Volcanic bedrock overlain by 

shallow deposits of terrestrial older and younger Quaternary Alluvium and streambed 
deposits.  To the west is evidence of Miocene marine deposits of the Monterey and 
Topanga Formations.  Fossil specimens from these formations have been recovered from 
Las Virgenes Canyon, East Las Virgenes Canyon, and near Mulholland Highway and Old 
Topanga Road.  Excavations that extend into the older alluvium deposits may yield 
additional fossil specimens.  The area is considered moderately sensitive for such 
specimens, as older alluvium deposits have been identified in trenches at relatively shallow 
depths. A program of construction monitoring, as listed below (MM CR-1), would be 
required to ensure there are no significant impacts to paleontological resources. Therefore, 
impacts would be less than significant with mitigation measures. 

 
d) There are no known sites with human remains, including burial sites, on or within the 

immediate area of the project property.  However, given the high sensitivity of the general 
area for archaeological resources, there is the potential for unknown sites with human 
remains to be encountered during construction.  Mitigation Measure CR-2, involving 
monitoring during construction to ensure unexpected discovery of human remains would 
be handled appropriately, is required to address potentially significant impacts. Therefore, 
impacts are considered less than significant with mitigation measures, as listed below.  

 
e) There are no other known or expected sacred places or other ethnographically documented 

locations of significance to native Californians within the project area. McKenna et al 
explains that the site is not sensitive for standing structures, ethnic or cultural landscape 
features. Therefore, there would be no impact to such cultural resources.  

 
As noted in the DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT in this IS/MND, the Agoura Road Widening 
Project is expected to be completed prior to implementation of the Roundabout Project. The 
Agoura Road Widening Project includes lane expansion of portions of the roadway segments 
leading into the roundabout, which would involve removal of pavement, grading, and paving.  
These activities also have the potential to impact cultural resources, and mitigation measures, 
similar to those proposed below, were incorporated into the Agoura Road Widening and 
Canwood Street Improvements Project IS/MND. Therefore, potential impacts from construction 
of the roundabout may be less than noted above, assuming that existing cultural resources, if 
any, would be addressed as part of the Agoura Road Widening Project construction.  
Nonetheless, there still remains the potential that the roundabout project would encounter 
additional cultural resources, and so impacts would be considered significant, but mitigable, 
and mitigation measures required.  
 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
With implementation of the following measures, impacts to cultural resources would be 
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reduced to a less than significant level.  
 

CR-1 Construction Monitoring. Initial grading activities, demolition or other ground 
altering activities shall be periodically monitored by a qualified archaeologist and 
Native American monitor approved by the City’s Environmental Analyst. If 
cultural resource remains are encountered during construction or land 
modification activities, the applicable procedures established under CEQA, the 
Los Angeles County Natural History Museum (as applicable), and the City of 
Agoura Hills General Plan shall be followed. The City Environmental Analyst shall 
be notified immediately, and work shall stop within a 100-foot radius until a 
qualified archaeologist or paleontologist (as applicable) has assessed the nature, 
extent, and potential significance of any remains. In the event that such remains 
are determined to be significant, appropriate actions to mitigate impacts to the 
remains shall be implemented. Depending on the nature of the find, mitigation 
could involve avoidance, documentation, or other appropriate actions to be 
determined by a qualified archaeologist and/or paleontologist (as applicable), 
consistent with CEQA (PRC Section 21083.2), in consultation with the City 
Environmental Analyst.  

 
CR-2 Discovery of Human Remains. If human remains are unearthed, State Health 

and Safety Code Section 7050.5 requires that no further disturbances shall occur 
until the County Coroner has made the necessary findings regarding origin and 
disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The City’s 
Environmental Analyst shall be notified along with the County Coroner If the 
remains are determined to be of Native American descent, the coroner has 24 
hours to notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). The NAHC will 
then identify the person(s) thought to be the Most Likely Descendent (MLD) of 
the deceased Native American, who will then help determine what course of 
action should be taken in dealing with the remains. 
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V.GEOLOGY AND SOILS.  Would the project:     
     
a) Expose people or structures to substantial potential adverse 

effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving:     

(i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on 
the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning 
Map issued by the State Geologist for the area, or based 
on other substantial evidence of a known fault?  Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42. 

 X   

(ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?  X   
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(iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?  X   
(iv) Landslides?  X   

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?  X   
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that 

would become unstable as a result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

 X   

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-a-B of the 
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life 
or property? 

 X   

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of 
septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? 

   X 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The following discussion is based, in part, on information contained in the Geotechnical Study, 
Agoura Hills Roundabout, Agoura Hills, California (Fugro West Inc., July 2008). This report is 
included in Appendix E. Earth materials encountered in subsurface boring explorations revealed 
varying thicknesses of artificial fill, alluvium, and highly weathered bedrock associated with the 
Upper Topanga Formation. Alluvium generally consists of medium dense to dense silty sand, 
dense clayey sand, and very stiff sandy silt.  Bedrock materials encountered generally consist of 
sandy lean clay with weathered angular claystone fragments.    
 
a, c) Agoura Hills is in a seismically active region prone to occasional damaging earthquakes. 

Earthquakes can cause fault-rupture and ground shaking, as well as the secondary effects 
of tsunami, liquefaction, settlement, and landslides. Although there are no faults within 
the site or in the immediate area of Agoura Hills (the nearest is the Simi-Santa Rosa Fault, 
about seven miles from Agoura Hills), the site will likely be subject to ground motion from 
occasional earthquakes in the region.  Landslides are ground failures in which a large 
section of a slope detaches and slides downhill. The project site is not within a known area 
susceptible to seismic induced landsliding or liquefaction (State of California Seismic 
Hazard Zones, Thousand Oaks Quadrangle, November 2000).  There are also no significant 
slopes in the project area.  Given that the site is not near the ocean or other body of 
water, it would not be subject to a tsunami or seiche (oscillation wave within an enclosed 
body of water).  Northwest of the site, Lake Lindero is the only sizeable body of water in 
the City, and is considered a low level hazard with respect to seismic induced inundation 
(Kleinfelder, 2012). From a geotechnical standpoint, the site is suitable for development of 
the proposed roundabout (Fugro West, Inc., 2008).  Given the susceptibility to 
earthquakes, however, there is the potential for significant impacts from seismic activity. 
In order to minimize these potential impacts, all recommendations of the Geotechnical 
Study, Agoura Hills Roundabout, Agoura Hills, California (Fugro West, Inc., 2008) must be 
followed during final design and construction. Therefore, impacts would be less than 
significant with mitigation.  
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c) The elevations of adjacent areas surrounding the proposed roundabout footprint are 
several feet higher than the existing pavement surface.  As such, grading for the 
roundabout would require an estimated 16,787 cubic yards of excavation and twenty 
cubic yards of fill soil.  Significant impacts could occur from the grading if the project is not 
built to the recommendations of the Geotechnical Study, Agoura Hills Roundabout, 
Agoura Hills, California (Fugro West, Inc., 2008), which include measures to be employed 
during site preparation, subgrade preparation and stabilization, excavation, and fill 
placement and compaction, and for drainage and pavement design.  In addition, an 
erosion control plan is necessary to ensure impacts to topsoil and erosion are not 
significant. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with mitigation.  

 
d) Expansive soils are characterized by their ability to undergo significant volume changes, 

such as shrink or swell, due to variations in moisture content. Changes in soil moisture 
content can result from precipitation, landscape irrigation, utility leakage, roof drainage, 
perched groundwater, drought, or other factors.  There is the potential for expansive soils 
at the project site.  Significant impacts could occur if the project is not built to the 
recommendations of the Geotechnical Study, Agoura Hills Roundabout, Agoura Hills, 
California (Fugro West, Inc., 2008), which indicate that positive drainage away from the 
roundabout be developed and maintained, and that irrigation systems associated with the 
landscaped areas not be allowed to accumulate or pond water near the on-grade 
improvements.  Impacts would be less than significant with mitigation.  
 

e) Given that the roundabout is a transportation feature, there would be no wastewater 
service needed for the project. Therefore, there would be no impact with regard to soils 
and the location of septic tanks.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
With implementation of the following mitigation measures, impacts to geology and soils would 
be reduced to a less than significant level.  
 

GEO-1 Geotechnical Recommendations. All recommendations of the Geotechnical 
Study, Agoura Hills Roundabout, Agoura Hills, California (Fugro West, Inc., 2008) 
shall be incorporated into the project final design and construction, as well as 
complied with during the life of the project. These measures shall be listed on 
the final construction drawings, which shall be reviewed and approved by the 
City’s Environmental Analyst prior to construction.   

 
GEO-1 Erosion Control Plan. A site-specific erosion control plan that incorporates best 

management practices shall be prepared prior to grading, and implemented 
during grading activities.  Erosion control measures may include, but are not 
limited to, slope protection, such as netting and sandbagging; landscaping and 
possibly hydroseeding; and temporary drainage control facilities.  The erosion 
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control plan shall be listed on the final construction drawings and reviewed and 
approved by the City’s Environmental Analyst prior to construction. 
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VI. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  Would the 
project:    
     
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 

through the routine transport, use or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

  X  

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident 
conditions involving the likely release of hazardous materials 
into the environment? 

  X  

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? 

   X 

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment? 

   X 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles 
of a public airport or public use airport, would the project 
result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the 
project area? 

    X 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would 
the project result in a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

   X 

g) Impair implementation of, or physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

   X 

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury 
or death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands 
are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wild lands? 

  X  

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
a-b) Given that the project is a transportation feature, it would not involve the routine use, 

storage, disposal, emission, release or generation of hazardous materials.  Agoura Road 
and Kanan Road are designated truck routes, and so trucks carrying hazardous materials 
could potentially use the roundabout. However, these roadways and the intersection of 
Kanan Road/Agoura Road are existing uses and so are likely travelled by vehicles with 
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hazardous materials at the present time. Such vehicles are required to comply with 
applicable state and federal regulations associated with the transport of hazardous 
materials. Any accidental spills would also need to comply with federal, state and county 
regulations and protocol. The roundabout has been designed to sufficiently and safely 
accommodate large transport trucks.  As such, impacts would be less than significant. 

 
 The project would involve grading and excavation of soils, and portions of the existing 

roadway would be demolished to construct the roundabout. During construction, there is 
the potential to encounter metals like aerially deposited lead (ADL), which are sometimes 
associated with older roadways. Agoura Road and Kanan Road may also have yellow 
pavement marking (thermoplastic and paint) that may potentially contain hazardous 
levels of lead chromate, which would be removed during construction. Also, residual 
concentrations of hydrocarbons (found naturally in crude oil) may have collected in 
roadway runoff.  Demolition of the roadway could result in contact with, and disposal of, 
these materials. Assuming that the interim intersection improvements as part of the 
Agoura Road Widening Project are implemented prior to the roundabout, any potential 
hazardous metals in the roadway may be already removed by the Agoura Road Widening 
Project. Nevertheless, there is still the potential for finding additional hazardous metals 
with the Roundabout Project. However, required standard construction practices would 
be implemented to ensure that these materials are handled properly, to ensure there is 
no accidental release, and to ensure any such materials are disposed of properly, in 
accordance with county, state and federal regulations. As a result, impacts would be less 
than significant. 

 
c) The project is not expected to emit hazardous substances or involve handling hazardous 

or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste. The project site is not within one-
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. The closest schools to the site are Agoura 
High School, located approximately three-quarters of a mile northeast of the site on 
Driver Avenue, and Willow Elementary School, located just over one mile north of the site 
off Kanan Road. Both schools are located across U.S. 101 from the project site. As such, 
the project would result in no impact.  

 
d) The proposed roundabout site is not listed on any hazardous materials sites compiled 

pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and listed with the California Department 
of Toxic Substances Control. Therefore, there would be no impact.  

 
e, f) The site is not located within an airport land use plan, or in the vicinity of an airport or 

airstrip. The closest airport is the Van Nuys Airport, about 23 miles east of the project site. 
Therefore, there would be no impact.  

 
g) There is no known specific adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 

plan for the site or adjacent areas. The site is already developed as a roadway 
intersection, and the roundabout has been designed to accommodate emergency 
vehicles, including large trucks. Therefore, there would be no impact. 
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h) The City of Agoura Hills is classified as a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone, according to 

the Los Angeles County Fire Department and the City General Plan (2010).  The project 
proposes no structures or occupancy by people that could pose fire hazards, as it is a 
transportation facility. During construction, the use of equipment with combustible 
engines could present a risk of fire. However, this type of equipment is typically fitted 
with appropriate control measures, such as spark arrestors, that would minimize this risk. 
Illegal disposal of flammable materials by roadway users would have the potential to 
ignite wildfires. However, operation of the project would not be expected to increase this 
risk of wildfire, since the site is an existing roadway facility and would continue to serve 
the same uses.  The roundabout design includes new landscaped areas, but these areas 
would be irrigated, maintained, and would not consist of highly flammable materials. The 
roundabout has been designed to safely accommodate emergency vehicles, including fire 
trucks, in the event of a fire in the surrounding areas. Impacts would be less than 
significant.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
As impacts would be less than significant, no mitigation measures are required.  
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VII.  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.  Would the project:    
     
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 

requirements?   X  

b) Degrade groundwater supplies or interfere with 
groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit 
in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local groundwater 
table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing nearby 
wells would drop to a level which would not support existing 
land uses or planned uses for which permits have been 
granted)? 

  X  

c) Alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or 
river, or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface 
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off 
site? 

  X  

d) Create or contribute runoff which would exceed the capacity 
of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff? 

  X  

e) Otherwise degrade water quality?   X  
f) Place housing within a 100-year floodplain, as mapped on a 

federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map 
or other flood hazard delineation map? 

   X 
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g) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which 
would impede or redirect flood flows?    X 

h) Expose people or structures to risk of loss, injury or death 
involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure 
of a levee or dam? 

  X  

i) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?   X  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The following analysis is based, in part, on the drainage calculations and drainage plan prepared 
by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. included in Appendix F. The project site is within the Malibu 
Creek Hydrologic Area (Malibu Creek Watershed) and the Lindero Canyon Hydrologic Subarea. 
The Malibu Creek Watershed is within the Santa Monica Bay Hydrologic Unit, which is within 
the South Coast Hydrologic Region. Near the site on the west is Lindero Canyon Creek; 
however, no work within or directly adjacent to the creek is expected.  
 
a,e) Grading and other construction activities have the potential to cause soil erosion and to 

increase sediment loads in stormwater runoff. Also, spills, leakage or improper handling 
and storage of substances such as oils, fuels, chemicals, metals, and other substances 
from vehicles, equipment and materials used during construction could cause pollutants 
to be present in stormwater runoff and impact downstream water bodies.  The City would 
be required to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General 
Permit for Stormwater Discharges associated with Construction and Disturbance Activities 
(Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ) (State Water Resources Control Board) (City of Agoura Hills 
Ordinance No. 97-272), which would require the preparation of a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that addresses potential pollutants during construction, and a 
Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) to address pollutants during the 
life of the project.  Components of a SWPPP typically include, but are not limited to, Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) like silt fences; erosion control blankets; soil stabilizers; 
proper handling and disposal of wastes; and anti-tracking pads at site exits to prevent the 
offsite transport of materials.  A SUSMP typically includes BMPs for source prevention and 
treatment control, such as catch basin filters.  Compliance with the required NPDES 
permit would ensure that potential impacts to water quality would be minimized. 
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.  

 
b) During the initial site evaluation for the geotechnical investigation, free groundwater was 

not observed in three of the borings (at the northwest, northeast and southwest corners 
of the project site), to a maximum depth explored of about 15 feet below the ground 
surface.  At the boring in the southeast corner, groundwater was observed at about 12 ½ 
feet below the ground surface; however, this water surface is considered to be a local 
perched groundwater condition and is not representative of the static groundwater table 
in the area.  The general area of the site is not a groundwater recharge area, nor is it used 
for groundwater supply. The site is already developed with an urban use, a roadway, and 
so there would be no loss of groundwater resources with the proposed project, even if 
such resources were to exist.  Impacts, therefore, would be less than significant. 
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c,d) The site contains an existing storm drain system that will adequately serve the proposed 

project. Additional catch basins and storm drain pipes would be constructed in the 
roadway to convey storm water runoff from the pavement, which would connect to the 
existing drainage pipe in Agoura Road that outlets to Lindero Canyon Creek at the west 
end of the project boundary. The estimated runoff from the project site is just under 
eleven (11) cubic feet per second (cfs). The existing storm drain system is sufficient to 
accommodate the anticipated flow from a 50-year storm event. The City’s standard 
practice to ensure acceptable storm water quality is to install sediment and pollutant 
filters in the storm drain system, particularly at catch basins. Such filters would be 
incorporated into the project. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

 
f-g) The project site and surrounding area is within Zone X “Other Flood Areas” of the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency’s Flood Insurance Rate Map (Panel 1244 F). This 
category covers, “Areas of 0.2% annual chance of flood; areas of 1% annual chance of 
flood with average depths of less than 1 foot or with drainage less than 1 square mile.” 
Consequently, the site is not within a 100-year flood hazard area or 100-year floodplain. 
The project does not include the development of housing, and no structures would be 
proposed within a 100-year floodplain. Therefore, there would be no impact regarding 
the placement of structures or housing in a 100-year floodplain.  

 
h) As stated for Items f-g) above, the project site and surrounding area is within Zone X 

“Other Flood Areas” of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Flood Insurance 
Rate Map (Panel 1244 F). This category covers, “Areas of 0.2% annual chance of flood; 
areas of 1% annual chance of flood with average depths of less than 1 foot or with 
drainage less than 1 square mile.” Therefore, the site is not within a 100-year flood hazard 
area or 100-year floodplain. There are no dams or levees in the project area or 
surrounding areas that could cause damage or loss due to failure.  Impacts from potential 
flooding would be less than significant.  

 
i) Tsunamis are impulsively generated water waves that can cause damage to shoreline 

areas. A seiche is an oscillation wave within an enclosed water body. The site is not near 
the ocean or adjacent to a water body. Northwest of the site, Lake Lindero is the only 
sizeable body of water in the City, and is considered a low level hazard with respect to 
seismic induced inundation (Kleinfelder, 2012).  Impacts would be less than significant.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
As there are either no adverse impacts or impacts are less than significant, no mitigation 
measures are required. 
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VIII. LAND USE AND PLANNING.  Would the 

project:     
     
a) Physically divide an established community?    X 
b) Conflict with an applicable land use plan, policy or 

regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project 
(including, but not limited to the general plan, specific plan, 
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

   X 

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or 
natural communities conservation plan?    X 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
a) The project site is currently developed with an urban use (roadway).  The project would 

create a roundabout feature at the intersection of Agoura and Kanan Roads as part of the 
roadway. The roundabout is proposed to address traffic circulation and implement the 
Agoura Village Specific Plan, of which the roundabout is a component.   The roundabout 
would serve as a gateway to the City of Agoura Hills and entry monument into Agoura 
Village from points west, north and south, helping to create a sense of place in this portion 
of the City. Therefore, the project would not be considered a new development that could 
physically divide an established community, and there would be no impact.  

 
b) The site is zoned Planned Development (PD), according to the City’s Zoning Code, and is 

designated as Planned Development in the Land Use Diagram of the City’s General Plan 
(2010). The Planned Development district refers to the particular plan for the area, the 
Agoura Village Specific Plan (AVSP) (2008), for development and design regulations and 
allowed land uses. The roundabout is a component of the AVSP. The AVSP calls for the 
roundabout to function as a “primary gateway to the core [of Agoura Village]” (page 1-11). 
The AVSP lists the roundabout as a principle of the Plan, stating, “Construct roundabout at 
Kanan Road and Agoura Road to provide a better traffic flow, calm traffic, and provide 
visual interest to the area.” (page 1-12). The AVSP indicates that the roundabout should be 
two lanes wide, any pedestrian crossings shall be clearly marked, and pedestrian refuge 
areas should be provided in the approach medians (page 3-28). The roundabout design 
includes these above-noted elements, and is consistent with the AVSP, and, in turn, the 
General Plan.  Therefore, the project would have no impact with regard to consistency with 
applicable plans, policies and regulations.  

 
c) The project site is not located within or near a habitat conservation plan or natural 
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communities conservation plan, so there would be no impact.   
 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
As there are no impacts, no mitigation measures are required.  
 

 

Issues and Supporting Information 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant Impact 

with Mitigation 
Measures 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
     
IX. MINERAL RESOURCES.  Would the project:     

     
a) Result in the loss of availability of known mineral 

resource that would be of value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

  X  

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important 
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 

  X  

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
a-b) No significant mineral deposits are known to exist within the City of Agoura Hills 

(General Plan, 2010). Ladyface Mountain is classified by the California Conservation 
Department as “MRZ-3,” which indicates an area containing mineral deposits, the 
significance of which cannot be evaluated from available data. With the exception of a 
small portion of Palo Comado Canyon and the Liberty Canyon area, the remainder of the 
City of Agoura Hills is considered “MRZ-1,” indicating areas where adequate information 
indicates that no significant mineral deposits are present, or where there is little 
likelihood for their presence. There has been no known mining in the area of the project 
site. The project site has been previously graded and developed as a roadway. As the 
roundabout would be constructed within the roadway and adjacent vacant lands 
proposed for urban development, impacts to mineral resources would be less than 
significant.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
As there are no significant impacts, no mitigation measures are required. 
 
 
 
 
 
Issues and Supporting Information 

 
 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 
Measures 

 
 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
 
 
 

No 
Impact 

     

X. NOISE.  Would the project:     
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a) Exposure of persons to, or generation of, noise 
levels in excess of standards established in the 
local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies? 

  
 

 
X 

 

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise 
levels? 

   
X 

 

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing 
without the project? 

  
 

 
X 

 

d) A substantial increase in ambient noise levels 
(including temporary or periodic) in the project 
vicinity above levels existing without the project? 

  
 

 
X 

 

e) For a project located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project expose people residing 
or working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

    
X 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project expose people residing 
or working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

    
X 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Noise level (or volume) is generally measured in decibels (dB) using the A-weighted sound 
pressure level (dBA). The A-weighting scale is an adjustment to the actual sound power levels to 
be consistent with that of human hearing response, which is most sensitive to frequencies 
around 4,000 Hertz (about the highest note on a piano) and less sensitive to low frequencies 
(below 100 Hertz).  
 
Noise is often reported as a noise equivalent level (Leq), which is essentially the average sound 
level over a given time period.  Other indices often used to gauge noise include the Day-Night 
Level (Ldn) and the Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL).  CNEL is similar to the Ldn except 
that it adds five additional dB to evening noise levels (7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.).  The City of 
Agoura Hills uses the CNEL for measuring noise levels.  
 
a,c,d) Most noise in the project site vicinity derives from motor vehicles traveling along U.S. 

Highway 101 and along Agoura and Kanan Roads.  Motor vehicle noise is of concern, as 
it is characterized by a high number of individual events that often create a sustained 
noise level, and due to its proximity to noise sensitive land uses. The General Plan (2010) 
defines noise sensitive land uses as those that have associated indoor and/or outdoor 
human activities that may be subject to stress and/or significant interference from noise 
produced by community sound sources. Such human activity typically occurs daily for 
continuous periods of 24 hours or is of such a nature that noise is significantly disruptive 
to activities that occur for short periods. The General Plan considers noise sensitive 
receptors to include schools, libraries and hospitals. There are no schools, libraries or 
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hospitals in the vicinity of the site. The closest sensitive receptor is the Agoura Hills 
Library (29901 Ladyface Court), which is located about one and one-quarter miles 
beyond the western of the edge of the project site.  

 
 Residential uses are also commonly considered sensitive noise receptors. The closest 

residential uses are two caretaker units, one each at two self-storage facilities on 
Agoura Road.  The unit at Conejo Valley U-Stor It (29055 Agoura Road) is located about 
175 feet from the edge of proposed construction, and the unit at Agoura Self Storage 
(29301 Agoura Road) is located approximately 500 feet from the edge of proposed 
construction.  

 
 As part of the Agoura Road Widening and Canwood Street Improvements Project 

IS/MND (November 2012), a noise study was conducted in June 2012 that monitored 
existing noise at the intersection of Agoura Road and Kanan Road, as well as locations 
further east and west on Agoura Road.  There have been no changes in land use and 
development in this area that would result in a notable change in the ambient noise 
levels recorded in June 2012, therefore the current noise conditions are expected to be 
similar. The results are summarized in Table X-1 below.  

 
TABLE X-1 

EXISTING NOISE CONDITIONS 
 

Roadway Segment Noise Level1 

Southwest Corner of  
Agoura Road /Kanan Road intersection  

67 dBA 

1 Noise level 50 feet from centerline of nearest lane. 
Source: Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. (June 2012), Noise Study Report for the  
Agoura Road Widening and Canwood Street Improvements Project IS/MND  
(November 2012). 

 
 Operational Noise 

 
 Operational noise is noise that would result from the everyday, ongoing operation of 

the roundabout once it is built, not including temporary construction noise.  The 
General Plan includes a recommended noise/land use compatibility matrix that is 
designed to minimize noise/land use conflicts (Table N-1, General Plan). The matrix 
indicates whether specified land uses (e.g., commercial retail, commercial recreation, 
institutional, residential) are compatible in being located within areas of varying 
ambient levels of noise (e.g., CNEL 60-65, 65-70).  A roadway is not a specified land use 
in the matrix. However, the location of a roundabout in an existing roadway intersection 
is considered a compatible land use, considering that it is an improvement to an existing 
traffic facility, and is not considered a change in use.  

 
 Development of the proposed roundabout alone is not expected to increase the number 

of vehicles that pass through the Kanan Road/Agoura Road intersection. Rather, the 
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roundabout is proposed to accommodate the projected volumes of vehicles that are 
anticipated to use the roadway facility in the near and long-term future. The 
roundabout would be located within the existing roadway and on portions of adjacent 
vacant parcels bordering the intersection on the south, and would not result in an 
expansion of roadway travel lanes along either Kanan Road or Agoura Road.  As such, 
development of the roundabout is not expected to increase the level of motor vehicle 
noise in and around the project site beyond what would occur without the roundabout 
(assuming a traditional intersection is maintained). The roundabout development would 
not bring any roadway in closer proximity, and thereby bring traffic noise any closer, to 
the existing caretaker units.   

 
 Surrounding the project site are commercial uses of a retail and restaurant nature, a 

service station, industrial-type uses associated with an equipment rental facility, and 
open space. As noted above, near the site are two caretaker residences for self storage 
facilities. The General Plan Noise/Land Use Compatibility Matrix indicates that an 
ambient noise level of up to 80 CNEL is acceptable for retail and restaurant uses; beyond 
80 CNEL is acceptable for service stations and industrial uses; up to 70 CNEL is 
acceptable for residential uses; and up to 75 CNEL is acceptable for open space.  As 
indicated in Table X-1 above, the existing estimated ambient noise level in the area of 
the project site is 67 CNEL, which is well within the maximum CNEL considered 
compatible with the existing surrounding land uses, and the caretaker units.  
Additionally, the caretaker units are located further beyond the noise monitoring 
location (about 175 and 500 feet away) used to determine existing noise levels in the 
area of the project site; therefore, actual noise at the caretaker units is expected to be 
somewhat less.  Development of a roundabout at the intersection is not expected to 
result in a significant increase in noise, given that it is within an existing roadway with no 
proposed expansion of lanes on roadways leading into the roundabout to increase the 
amount of vehicles that could result in subsequent noise increases. The project, then, 
would also not result in the surrounding land uses and nearby residential uses being 
within an area of incompatible noise levels.  

 
 Therefore, operational noise impacts from the project would be less than significant. 
 

Temporary Construction Noise 
 
Construction of the roundabout would consist of excavation, grading and paving, which 
would typically involve the use of a jackhammer, bobcat, sweeper, bulldozer, water 
truck, roller, concrete truck, curb pourer, and a concrete mixer.  This heavy machinery 
would be the primary source of construction noise, which could intermittently generate 
high noise levels on and adjacent to the project site.  Table X-2 shows typical noise levels 
from various types of equipment at construction sites.  
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TABLE X-2 

TYPICAL NOISE LEVELS AT CONSTRUCTION SITES 
 

Equipment Typical Level (dBA) 
50 feet from noise 

source 

Typical Level 
(dBA) 200 feet 

from noise source 

Typical Level 
(dBA) 800 
feet from 

noise source 
Air Compressor 81 69 57 
Backhoe 85 73 61 
Concrete Mixer 85 73 61 
Jackhammer 88 76 64 
Paver 89 77 65 
Scraper 88 76 64 
Truck 82 70 58 

Source: EPA (1971), Noise from Construction Equipment and Operations, EPA PB 206 717. 
 
The nearby residential caretaker unit at Agoura Self Storage is located an estimated 500 
feet away from the closest edge of the project site. The Conejo Valley U-Stor It caretaker 
unit is 175 feet away from the project site. Per Table X-2, construction noise levels could 
be up to 89 dBA 50 feet from the noise source; 77 dBA at 200 feet from the source; and 
65 dBA at 800 feet from the source. While the City of Agoura Hills has not adopted 
specific noise standards for construction activity, the City Noise Ordinance (AHMC 
Section 9656.4) prohibits construction on Sundays and legal holidays, between the 
hours of 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday. Required compliance with 
these time restrictions would limit construction noise to times when people are 
generally less sensitive to noise. Nonetheless, as project construction could be a 
substantial source of noise and would occur in general proximity to residential units, 
mitigation is recommended for construction activities associated with the project. So, 
while impacts would be less than significant for construction noise as construction 
impacts are of a temporary nature, mitigation (MM N-1 and N-2) is recommended to 
further reduce the less than significant impacts. 

 
b) Groundborne noise is addressed above in Items a,c,d). Vibration is an oscillating motion 

that travels through the ground.  Groundborne vibration may result during construction 
activities related to grading, pavement demolition and use of construction equipment 
onsite. No substantial earthwork, such as blasting and deep excavation, would occur 
with the project. Excavation for the road is expected to reach three feet below ground, 
while trenching for utilities in select areas may reach up to six feet underground.  
Groundborne vibrations would be similar to other typical roadway construction 
projects, and are expected to be less than significant.  

 
e-f) The project site is not located within an Airport Land Use Plan or within the vicinity of an 

airport or airstrip. The nearest airport is the Van Nuys Airport, located about 23 miles 
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from the project site. Therefore, there would be no impact with regard to aircraft noise.  
 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
The following measures are to further reduce less than significant impacts. 
 

N-1 Construction Timing. Construction activities shall be limited to the hours 
between 7:00 AM and 8:00 PM, Monday through Saturday. Construction 
equipment maintenance shall be limited to the same hours.  

 
N-2 Construction Equipment. To the extent practical, electrical power shall be used 

to run air compressors and similar power tools. Internal combustion engines 
shall be equipped with a muffler of a type recommended by the manufacturer. 
No internal combustion engine shall be operated on the project site without the 
manufacturer-recommended muffler. All diesel equipment shall be operated 
with closed engine doors and shall be equipped with factory-recommended 
mufflers. Additional noise attenuation techniques shall be employed as 
necessary to reduce noise levels. Such techniques may include, but are not 
limited to, the use of sound blankets on noise generating equipment.  

 
 
 
 
 
Issues and Supporting Information 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
with 

Mitigation 
Measures 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
     
XI.  POPULATION AND HOUSING.  Would the project: 
     
a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either 

directly (for example, by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

   X 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

   X 

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?    X 

     
 
  



Kanan Road and Agoura Road Roundabout 
Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 
 

City of Agoura Hills 
55 

 

DISCUSSION: 
 
a) The proposed project is a transportation improvement within an existing roadway facility 

and adjacent vacant areas. No roads would be extended or roadway travel lanes added on 
Agoura Road and Kanan Road as part of the project. Rather, the roundabout would replace 
the existing signalized traffic intersection. As such, the proposed project would not create 
additional population growth through extension of roads or other infrastructure or by 
creating a new use in the City. There would be no impact.  

 
b) There is no housing on the proposed site. Therefore, there would be no impact regarding 

displacing substantial numbers of existing housing. 
 
c) The proposed site is currently either occupied with a roadway intersection or is vacant. 

Therefore, no people would be displaced by the project, and there would be no impact.  
 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
Since there are no impacts, no mitigation measures are required.  
 

Issues and Supporting Information 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

     
XII.  PUBLIC SERVICES.  Would the project result in adverse physical 
impacts associated with the provision or construction of new or 
physically altered government facilities in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any 
of the following public services?   
     
a) Fire protection   X  
b) Police protection   X  
c) Schools    X 
d) Parks    X 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
a) The City of Agoura Hills is served by Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACFD) Stations 

#65, #89 and #125. Station #89, located at 29575 Canwood Street, north of the project site 
across U.S. 101, is the closest to the site. The station is staffed with a three-person engine 
company and a two-person paramedic squad. Given that the proposed roundabout would  
replace the existing signalized intersection at Kanan Road/Agoura Road, and the project is a 
traffic improvement with associated landscaping, there are not expected to be any notable 
changes in demand for fire protection services, as there would be for occupied buildings 
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and structures. During project construction, expected to last about one year, the project 
could change local traffic patterns and access to adjacent properties.  Response times for 
fire protection services during construction, however, are not expected to be affected since 
traffic movement would be maintained throughout construction, and no temporary ramp or 
road closures, or detours, are anticipated.  Following construction, it is expected that traffic 
flow would be improved, facilitating public service by improving access to facilities in the 
area.  Therefore, there would be a less than significant impact to fire protection services. 

 
b) The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department provides law enforcement and protection 

services within the City of Agoura Hills, including the project site. The project would be 
served by Department’s Lost Hills Station, located at 27050 Agoura Road in the City of 
Calabasas. The station patrols the cities of Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Hidden Hills, Westlake 
Village, and Malibu, as well as adjacent unincorporated areas. The Lost Hills Station 
participates in a reciprocal aid agreement with the nearby communities of Westlake Village 
and Calabasas, which enables these stations to be called upon for assistance, if necessary. 
The proposed roundabout would replace the existing signalized intersection at Kanan and 
Agoura Roads, and there would be no construction of buildings that may require additional 
police protection services. During project construction, expected to last about one year, the 
project could change local traffic patterns and access to adjacent properties.  Response 
times for police protection services during construction, however, are not expected to be 
affected since traffic movement would be maintained throughout construction, and no 
temporary ramp or road closures, or detours, are anticipated. Following construction, it is 
expected that traffic flow would be improved, facilitating police protection service by 
improving access to facilities in the area. Therefore, impacts to expansion or construction of 
police protection facilities or services are expected to be less than significant.  

 
c) The project does not include the construction of any facilities, such as housing, that would 

generate demand for school facilities and services. Consequently, there would be no impact 
to schools. 

 
d) The proposed project, a transportation improvement, does not involve the provision of land 

uses, such as residential, that would generate population that would increase demand on 
park facilities. Therefore, there would be no impact.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
As impacts would be less than significant or there would be no impact, no mitigation measures 
are required.  
 

 

 



Kanan Road and Agoura Road Roundabout 
Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 
 

City of Agoura Hills 
57 

 

Issues and Supporting Information 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Less Than 
Significan
t Impact 

No 
Impact 

     
XIII.  RECREATION.  Would the project:     
     
a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood or regional 

parks or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would 
occur or be accelerated? 

   X 

b)  Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities that could cause adverse impacts? 

   X 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
a,b) The demand for local recreational facilities is generated primarily by local residents. To a 

lesser extent, daytime population within an area, e.g., workers and visitors, may also use 
local parks and recreational facilities. The project would not increase population or 
employment in the City.  The project would improve traffic facilities at the Kanan 
Road/Agoura Road intersection, and would not affect the provision of recreation services 
or alter the demand for recreational facilities in the City.  Therefore, the project would 
have no impact on contributing to the deterioration of existing parks or recreational 
facilities, or on causing adverse impacts from the construction of recreational facilities.  

 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 
As there are no impacts, no mitigation measures are required.  
 

Issues and Supporting Information 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
with 

Mitigation 
Measures 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
     
XIV.  TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC.  Would the 
project:     
     
a) Cause an increase in traffic that is substantial in relation 

to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street 
system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in either the 
number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on 
roads, or congestion at intersections)? 

   X 
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b) Result in temporary street or lane closures that would 
result in either a change of traffic patterns or capacity of 
the street system during construction activities (i.e., result 
in a substantial increase  in either the number of vehicle 
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion 
at intersections)? 

  X  

c) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of 
service standard established by the county congestion 
management agency for designated roads or highways? 

   X 

d) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either 
an increase in traffic levels or a change in location that 
results in safety risks? 

   X 

e) Substantially increase hazards related to existing 
intersections or roadway design features (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections), or to incompatible 
uses (e.g., residential traffic conflicts with farm 
equipment)? 

  X  

f) Result in inadequate emergency access?   X  
g) Result in inadequate parking capacity?    X 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The following analysis is based, in part, on the Traffic Analysis for Kanan Road and Agoura Road 
Roundabout (Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., February 2013), which is included as Appendix 
G. Agoura Road is a primary west-east arterial, and Kanan Road is a primary north-south 
arterial. The closest U.S. Highway 101 access is provided via the Kanan Road interchange, just 
north of the project site.  
 
a) Level of Service (LOS) is a term used to qualitatively describe the operating conditions of a 

roadway or intersection based on factors such as speed, travel time, maneuverability, delay, 
and safety.  The LOS of a facility is designated with a letter, A to F, with A representing the 
best operating conditions and F the worst. The City of Agoura Hills Traffic Impact Analysis 
Guidelines indicate that a LOS C is the minimum acceptable level of service at intersections.  
Table XIV-1 lists LOS criteria.  

 
TABLE XIV-1 

LEVEL OF SERVICE CRITERIA 
 

Delay in 
Seconds/Vehicle  

 
LOS 

≤10.0 A 
<10.0 and <20.0 B 
>20.0 and <35.0 C 
>35.0 and <55.0 D 
>55.0 and <80.0 E 

>80.0 F 
Source: Highway Capacity Manual (2000) 
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 The current LOS at the intersection, without the interim intersection improvements to occur 

with the Agoura Road Widening Project and without the roundabout, is B for the AM and 
PM peak hours. Since the project is a transportation improvement, it is expected to improve 
LOS, and the installation of a roundabout would not generate new traffic trips. The main 
consideration in roundabout capacity analyses is the volume of the circulating traffic and 
the volume of the entering traffic on an approach. Traffic entering a roundabout will look 
for gaps in the circulating traffic in order to enter the roundabout. Table XIV-2 below shows 
the peak hour LOS if the roundabout was constructed at this time, at the current year. The 
result is an LOS A during the AM peak hour, and a LOS B during the PM peak hour. This is an 
improvement over the LOS for existing conditions without a roundabout (i.e., existing 
intersection configuration), noted above.  

 
TABLE XIV-2 

KANAN ROAD/AGOURA ROAD LOS FOR EXISTING  
CONDITIONS WITH ROUNDABOUT 

 
 

Scenario 
AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

Delay LOS Delay LOS 
Existing Conditions 8.3 A 12.7 B 

Source: Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. (February 2013) 
 

Table XIV-3 presents the LOS for the peak hour roundabout operating conditions for future 
scenarios. These include Year 2020, when the roundabout is estimated to be implemented; 
and Year 2035, the General Plan buildout year. In both scenarios, the roundabout would 
operate at LOS B, except for the 2035 PM peak hour LOS of C. These levels of service are 
considered acceptable by the City of Agoura Hills (Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines, City of 
Agoura Hills, 2011).  

  
TABLE XIV-3 

KANAN ROAD/AGOURA ROAD LOS FOR FUTURE  
SCENARIOS WITH ROUNDABOUT 

 
 

Scenario 
AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

Delay LOS Delay LOS 
Year 2020 Conditions 12.3 B 14.6 B 
Year 2035 Buildout Conditions 14.3 B 23.6 C 

Source: Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. (February 2013) 
 

Each scenario includes the effects of the project added to the existing traffic conditions, plus 
annual ambient growth plus cumulative projects in the immediate area. The Year 2035 also 
assumes development at full buildout of the City’s General Plan, which includes buildout of 
the AVSP. Ambient growth is background growth in traffic trips, not associated with any 
particular development project. The growth rate is based on the growth rate factor published 
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in the Los Angeles County Congestion Management Program (CMP), which is 0.75 percent per 
year. For example, in the Year 2020 scenario, a growth factor of 0.75 percent each year from 
now through Year 2020 is applied to the existing traffic conditions. Cumulative projects are 
those that are planned in the vicinity of the project area, which could increase traffic near the 
project. All projects in the vicinity of the roundabout area that have been approved, but are 
not yet constructed, or are constructed, but not yet occupied, are included in the cumulative 
analysis. The list of cumulative projects is found in the Traffic Analysis for Kanan Road and 
Agoura Road Roundabout (Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., February, 2013), in Appendix G.   
 
Table XIV-4 shows the peak hour LOS for the future conditions with the interim intersection 
improvements that are part of the Agoura Road Widening Project, but without 
implementation of the Roundabout Project. With the interim intersection improvements, the 
peak hour LOS would be C, considered acceptable, except for the PM peak hour in Year 2035, 
which would be LOS D, considered unacceptable. Therefore, the roundabout would realize 
additional traffic improvements, as compared to the interim intersection improvements (see 
Table XIV-3), that would achieve an LOS C in the AM and PM peak hours for both years.  
 

TABLE XIV-4 
KANAN ROAD/AGOURA ROAD LOS FOR FUTURE SCENARIOS WITH 

INTERIM INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS ONLY  
(NO ROUNDABOUT) 

 
 

Scenario 
AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

Delay LOS Delay LOS 
Year 2020 Conditions 27.1 C 34.7 C 
Year 2035 Buildout Conditions 29.0 C 42.7 D 

Source: Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. (February 2013) 
 

An analysis of impacts to the U.S. Highway 101 and other regional transportation facilities, 
including a cumulative traffic analysis, was not conducted since the implementation of the 
roundabout would not add trips to the roadway and freeway system. Rather, the 
roundabout is expected to improve traffic flow and reduce congestion, as discussed above.  
 
The roundabout would not adversely affect the U.S. Highway 101 southbound ramps due to 
excessive vehicle queuing leading up to the ramp. The estimated queue length on the north 
approach to the roundabout is 336 feet, which his less than the distance between the study 
intersection and the 101 freeway southbound ramps, which is 600 feet.  
 
Because the proposed roundabout project would not cause additional traffic trips, but 
improve traffic conditions, and because the intersection would operate under acceptable 
levels of service with the roundabout in each scenario year, including General Plan buildout 
in 2035, there would be no impact that is adverse to traffic load and the capacity of the 
street system. The implementation of the roundabout would likely have a beneficial impact 
to traffic flow and congestion.   
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b) Some lane closures would be required during construction. However, at least one lane 

would remain open at all times, and access would be maintained on Agoura Road and 
Kanan Road and at the intersection throughout the construction phase of the project for 
emergency vehicles, residents and businesses. During construction, roundabout work could 
result in temporary changes in traffic patterns if vehicles travel alternate routes to avoid 
construction. Some congestion along the roadways and at the intersection could occur on 
an intermittent, temporary basis. A traffic management plan is required by the City of 
Agoura Hills, and would be implemented to reduce these impacts. Following construction, 
the project would be expected to improve the performance of the intersection. As such, 
impacts would be less than significant.  

 
c) The Los Angeles County Congestion Management Plan (CMP) is intended to address 

regional congestion by linking land use, transportation, and air quality decisions. The CMP 
requires that LOS E or better be maintained on the County’s CMP Highway System. The U.S. 
Highway 101 is the nearest CMP facility in the study area. Analysis of the proposed project’s 
impact on a freeway segment is required of any project that would add 150 trips or more in 
either direction during the AM or PM weekday peak hours. An analysis of CMP monitored 
intersections is also required if a project contributes 50 or more peak hour trips to the CMP 
monitored intersections. As described in Item a) above, the project would not add traffic 
trips to roads or highways, and so further analysis of CMP facilities is not required. There 
would be no impacts to CMP facilities.   

 
d) The project site is not located within the vicinity of an airport or airstrip. The nearest airport 

is the Van Nuys Airport, located about 23 miles east of the project site. The project, being a 
transportation improvement, would not affect air traffic patterns. Therefore, there would 
be no impact.  

 
e) In a memorandum dated January 7, 2014 from the City Engineer/Public Works Director 

(Appendix H), safety features of properly designed roundabouts are addressed. The 
roundabout has been designed to industry standards for roundabouts and with safety 
concerns in mind, and would accommodate large trucks, including emergency vehicles. The 
roundabout has also been designed to safely accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists 
travelling along Agoura or Kanan Roads. Splitter islands would provide temporary refuge for 
pedestrian crossings, and serve to safely separate and direct traffic in lanes. Special 
pavement markings to clearly identify crosswalks would be utilized. Cyclists would be 
instructed via signage and/or pavement markings to use the sidewalk and crosswalks for 
travel through the roundabout. All features within the central island, such as signs, walls, 
boulders and fences, would be constructed as “break-away” features so as to minimize the 
results of a vehicular impact. Landscaping in the center island would consist of oak trees 
and low growing annuals and perennials; the oak trees would be slightly elevated on 
mounded dirt so as to avoid or reduce the impact of any vehicle run-ins into the trees. The 
sign, wall, boulder and fences, as well as landscaping, features would also be designed and 
positioned so as not to cause restricted line-of-sight for drivers. Dense shrubs have been 
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avoided in the planting plan of the center island, and instead, oak trees that allow views 
from between branches, as well as low profile perennials and annuals, are proposed. 
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

 
f) As noted in Section XV. PUBLIC SERVICES, the proposed project would be required to 

comply with Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACFD) standards, including access 
design requirements. The roundabout has been designed to accommodate large trucks, 
including emergency vehicles, and may improve emergency access. Roundabouts can 
provide emergency vehicles the benefit of lower vehicle speeds, which may make 
roundabouts safer to negotiate than signalized crossings. Unlike signalized intersections, 
emergency vehicle drivers are often less likely to encounter through vehicles unexpectedly 
running the intersection and causing collisions. Therefore, impacts would be less than 
significant.   

 
g) As the roundabout is a traffic improvement, the proposed project neither proposes nor 

requires vehicle parking.  Therefore, there would be no impact to parking. 
 
MITIGATION MEASURES: 

 
As there are no significant impacts to transportation/traffic, no mitigation measures are 
required.  
  

Issues and Supporting Information 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 
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Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
     
XV.  UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.  Would the 
project:     
     
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 

applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board?    X 
b) Require or result in construction of new water or wastewater 

treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities that 
could cause significant environmental effects? 

   X 

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water 
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities that could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

  X  

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project 
from existing entitlements and resources, or are new or 
expanded entitlements needed? 

  X  

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider that serves or may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

   X 

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to 
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs?   X  
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g) Comply with federal, state, and local statues and regulations 
related to solid waste?   X  

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
a,b,e) Wastewater generated in Agoura Hills is treated at the Tapia Water Reclamation Facility 

(TWRF), which is operated by the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District (LVMWD).  
Given that the project is a transportation facility, and does not include the construction 
of structures for human occupation, there would be no wastewater generated by the 
project.  There would, as a result, be no impact to wastewater treatment requirements, 
capacity or facilities.   

 
c) Please refer to Section VII. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY for a discussion of onsite 

runoff.  Impacts to storm drain facilities would be less than significant. 
 
d) The Las Virgenes Municipal Water District (LVMWD) supplies potable water in the City 

of Agoura Hills. The LVMWD obtains its potable water for the City of Agoura Hills 
entirely from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWDSC), which, in 
turn, receives water from the State Water Project to serve LVMWD customers.   
 
The only expected use of potable water for the project is for landscape irrigation. 
Currently, LVMWD has no recycled water service in this area of the City. However, the 
LVMWD plans to install a recycled line within Agoura Road. Should recycled water be 
made available in the future, the City’s policy is to use reclaimed water to irrigate street 
medians and landscaping of public facilities. Potable water demand from roundabout 
landscaping, which is limited in extent, is expected to be minimal.   
 
Table XV-1 summarizes LVMWD’s total water supply forecast through 2035 from the 
MWDSC. Table XV-2 shows water demand projections forecast through 2035 for the 
LVMWD. 

 
TABLE XV-1 

LVMWD CURRENT AND PROJECTED WATER SUPPLY 
 

 Annual Supply (Acre Feet/Year) 
Supply Source 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 

Wholesaler 
(MWDSC) 

20,212 26,613 27,542 28,483 29,380 30,237 

Total 20,212 26,613 27,542 28,483 29,380 30,237 
Source: LVMWD 2010 Urban Water Management Plan, June 2011 
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TABLE XV-2 
LVMWD CURRENT AND PROJECTED WATER DEMAND 

 
Annual Demand (Acre Feet/Year) 

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 
25,958 23,951 22,034 22,787 23,504 24,190 

Source: LVMWD 2010 Urban Water Management Plan, June 2011; does not include 
 incorporation of water conservation measures. 

 
Comparing the two tables, the anticipated water supply would meet the anticipated 
water demand in the LVMWD area. The reliability of the water supply is addressed in 
the LVMWD’s Urban Water Management Plan (June 2011) and the MWDSC’s 2010 
Integrated Water Resources Plan Update, the Water Surplus and Drought Management 
Plan, the Water Supply Allocation Plan, the Long-Term Conservation Plan, and most 
recently the 2010 Regional Urban Water Management Plan. The MWDSC plans to meet 
its supply reliability goal through several planned projects that include implementing 
water management plans, water recycling projects, groundwater banking programs, 
surface water storage programs, water conservation, and ocean desalinization.  
 
The landscape irrigation required of the roundabout project would be a nominal portion 
of the anticipated demand for potable water in the LVMWD area, which Table XV-2 
indicates can be accommodated by the anticipated water supply. Moreover, most of the 
plant species are either native or drought tolerant non-natives, which would limit the 
need for water. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.   

 
f,g) The Calabasas Sanitary Landfill, operated by the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts, 

is located at 5300 Lost Hills Road in Calabasas. The Simi Valley Landfill, privately 
operated, is located at 2801 Madera Road in Simi Valley. Both landfills serve the City of 
Agoura Hills. The total remaining capacity of the Calabasas Sanitary Landfill is 15.6 
million cubic yards, or 7 million tons (Gwen Tantoco, February 2013). The facility is 
permitted to accept up to 3,500 tons per day. The average daily tonnage of waste 
received during the previous four quarters was 643 tons per day. The expected 
remaining life of the landfill is to 2048. The Simi Valley Landfill is permitted to accept up 
to 6,000 tons per day of refuse. It currently receives about 2,500 tons per day. The 
landfill has a remaining capacity of 120 million cubic yards (Mike Smith, February 2013), 
and a remaining life of an estimated 50 years.  

 
During construction, some debris would be generated by the demolition of existing 
pavement and other materials.  This material would either be recycled or disposed of.  
However, the amount of waste generated would not be expected to exceed the 
available capacity of the local landfills.  It is City policy that construction wastes be 
recycled wherever possible, and the project would be subject to the requirements of the 
City’s Construction and Demolition Debris Re-Use and Recycling Program to reduce the 
amount of waste entering landfills. Ongoing operation of the roundabout would not 
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require any solid waste disposal. 
 
As both landfills have sufficient capacity for the next 35-50 years, and the proposed 
project’s contribution to solid waste is expected to be minimal and construction related 
only, impacts from the Roundabout Project are anticipated to be less than significant.  
 

MITIGATION MEASURES: 
  

 Impacts would be less than significant. Therefore, no mitigation measures are required. 
 

 
Issues and Supporting Information 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 
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No 

Impact 
     
XVI.  GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.  Would the 

project:     
     
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or 

indirectly?   X  

b)  Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted 
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse 
gases? 

   X 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The following discussion and analysis is based on the Air Quality Impact Analysis, Kanan Road 
and Agoura Road Roundabout, City of Agoura Hills, California (Giroux & Associates, March 
2013), included as Appendix B.   
 
Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are emitted by both natural processes and human activities. Of these 
gases, carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane (CH4) are emitted in the greatest quantities from 
human activities. Emissions of CO2 are largely by-products of fossil fuel combustion, whereas 
CH4 results from off-gassing associated with agricultural practices and landfills. Man-made 
GHGs, many of which have greater heat-absorption potential than CO2, include fluorinated 
gases and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6). Different types of GHGs have varying global warming 
potentials (GWPs). The GWP of a GHG is the potential of a gas or aerosol to trap heat in the 
atmosphere over a specified timescale, generally 100 years. Because GHGs absorb different 
amounts of heat, a common reference gas (Co2) is used to relate the amount of heat absorbed 
to the amount of the gas emissions, referred to as “carbon dioxide equivalent” (CO2E), and is 
the amount of a GHG emitted multiplied by its GWP. Carbon dioxide has a GWP of one. By 
contrast, CH4 has a GWP of 21, meaning its global warming effect is 21 times greater than CO2 
on a molecule per molecule basis.  
 
The vast majority of individual projects do not generate sufficient GHG emissions to create a 
project-specific impact through a direct influence on climate change; therefore, the issue of 
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climate change typically involves an analysis of whether a project’s contribution towards an 
impact is cumulatively considerable. “Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental 
effects of an individual project are significant when viewed in connection with the effects of 
past projects, other current projects, and probable future projects.  
 
As noted in this document in Section II. AIR QUALITY, the City of Agoura Hills is within the South 
Coast Air Basin, which is under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (SCAQMD). The SCAQMD has adopted a quantitative significance threshold for GHGs, 
which considers emissions of over 10,000 metric tons of CO2E/year to be significant. However, 
the SCAQMD’s threshold applies only to stationary sources, and is expressly intended to apply 
only when the SCAQMD is the CEQA lead agency. Although not formally adopted, the SCAQMD 
recommends a quantitative threshold for all land use types of 3,000 metric tons of CO2E/year. 
For the purposes of this analysis, the significance threshold of 3,000 metric tons of CO2E/year is 
used to determine if the project would result in a cumulatively considerable impact on 
greenhouse gases.  
 
a) For the proposed project, GHGs are expected to be generated from construction activities. 

There are not anticipated to be any notable ongoing GHG emissions from operation of the 
project, considering that it is a transportation improvement and would not generate 
additional traffic trips. Construction of the project would generate temporary GHG 
emissions mostly due to the operation of construction equipment and trucks. Site 
preparation and grading typically generate the greatest amount of emissions due to the use 
of grading equipment and soil hauling. Based on SCAQMD guidance, the construction 
emissions are amortized over 30 years, which is considered to be the expected life of the 
project. Onsite operational emissions from the roundabout include those from the use of 
electricity for street lights, irrigation water, and landscape maintenance, and are expected 
to be nominal.   

 
Table XVI-1 below shows the construction GHG emission associated with the proposed 
project. 

 
TABLE XVI-1 

ANNUAL CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS OF GREENHOUSE GASES 
(Metric Tons CO2E/Year) 

 
Year 2014 349.2 
30 Year Annual Amortized Rate 11.6 
Significance Threshold 3,000 

Source: Air Quality Impact Analysis, Kanan Road and Agoura Road Roundabout,  
City of Agoura Hills, California (Giroux & Associates, March 2013) 
 

As indicated in the table, total GHG emissions would not exceed 3,000 metric tons of CO2E 
per year, the significance threshold recommended by the SCAQMD.  Consequently, impacts 
from GHG emissions would be less than significant and not cumulatively considerable.  
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b) The City of Agoura Hills General Plan (2010) identifies goals and policies related to 
sustainability and greenhouse gases.  The relevant goals and policies are summarized in 
Table XVI-2 below. The project would be consistent with these items. 
 

TABLE XVI-2 
PROJECT CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE  

CITY OF AGOURA HILLS GENERAL PLAN GOALS AND POLICIES 
 

Goal/Policy Project Consistency 
Community Conservation and Development 

LU-1.2 Development Locations. Prioritize future growth 
as infill of existing developed areas re-using and, where 
appropriate, increasing the intensity of development on 
vacant and underutilized properties, in lieu of expanded 
development outward into natural areas and open 
spaces. Allow for growth on the immediate periphery of 
existing development in limited designated areas, 
where this is guided by standards to assure seamless 
integration and connectivity with adjoining areas and 
open spaces. 

Consistent 
The proposed project supports infill 
development, as it is an improvement of an 
existing roadway intersection.  

LU-5.3 Heat Island Effect. Seek innovative ways to 
reduce the “heat island effect” by promoting such 
features as white roofs, light-colored hardscape paving, 
and shade structures and trees, and by reducing the 
extent of unshaded parking lots.  

Consistent 
Shade from proposed center island, splitter 
island, and corner landscaping would minimize 
the heat island effect. 

LU-5.4  Sustainable Land Development Practices. 
Promote land development practices that reduce 
energy and water consumption, pollution, greenhouse 
gas emissions, and waste, incorporating such 
techniques as:  
 Concentration of uses and design of development 

to promote walking and use of public transit in lieu 
of the automobile  

 Capture and re-use of stormwater on-site for 
irrigation  

 Orientation of buildings to maximize opportunities 
for solar energy use, daylighting, and ventilation  

 Use of landscapes that protect native soil, conserve 
water, provide for wildlife, and reduce green waste  

 Use of permeable paving materials  
 Shading of surface parking, walkways, and plazas  
 Management of wastewater and use of recycled 

water   

Consistent 
The roundabout would minimize idling of vehicle 
engines, thereby helping to improve air quality 
and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
Construction and demolition waste would be 
recycled.  Shade from landscaping would 
minimize the heat island effect.  

Infrastructure and Community Services 
M-8.1 Bikeway Linkages. Provide bikeway connectivity 
between residential areas and surrounding natural 
resource areas, parks, schools, employment centers, 
and other activity centers in the community. 

Consistent 
The proposed project would ensure the 
continued use of Agoura Road as a Class II 
bikeway.   

M-8.2 Continuous Bikeway Connectivity. Provide a 
bicycle network that is continuous, closes gaps in the 
existing system, and permits easy bicycle travel 
throughout the community and region. 

Consistent 
The proposed project would ensure the 
continued use of Agoura Road as a Class II 
bikeway.   

M-7.1 Walkability. Create a pedestrian environment 
accessible to all that is safe, attractive and encourages 
walking.  Maintain and promote the walkability within 

Consistent 
The roundabout ensures a safe and pleasant 
walking environment through wide sidewalks, 
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the City by identifying and completing deficient links 
within the sidewalk system.  

clearly marked crosswalks, splitter islands for 
pedestrian refuge while crossing, and landscaped 
areas that provide shade.    

Natural Resources 
NR-10.1 Climate Change. Comply with all state 
requirements regarding climate change and greenhouse 
gas reduction and review the progress toward meeting 
the emission reductions targets.  

Consistent 
Project emissions would not exceed SCAQMD 
recommended thresholds.  

 
 The Southern California Association of Governments’ (SCAG) 2012 Regional 

Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2012 RTP/SCS) includes a 
commitment to reduce emissions from transportation sources by promoting compact 
and infill development in order to comply with SB 375 (Sustainable Communities and 
Climate Protection Act of 2008). A goal of the SCS is to, “promote the development of 
better places to live and work through measures that encourage more compact 
development, varied housing options, bike and pedestrian improvements, and efficient 
transportation infrastructure.” The proposed project would be consistent with the 
RTP/SCS and SB 375 since it consists of an efficient traffic improvement that minimizes 
vehicle idling within an existing roadway intersection that serves existing development 
and future planned development under the approved AVSP. 
 
The California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) created the state Climate 
Action Team (CAT). The 2006 CAT report identifies a recommended list of strategies that 
could be implemented by government entities to reduce passenger and light duty truck 
emissions; reduce idling times for diesel trucks; overall shipping 
technology/infrastructure, increase the use of alternative fuels; increase recycling; and 
increase landfill methane capture. Additionally, in 2008, the state’s Attorney General set 
forth Greenhouse Gas Reduction Measures. The proposed project would be consistent 
with many of the provisions in both of these documents. 
 
As the proposed project would be consistent with SB 375, applicable GHG reduction 
measures found in the General Plan, the Climate Action Team Report, and the Attorney 
General’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Measures, the project would have no impact on 
consistency with plans, policies and regulations relating to greenhouse gases.   
 

MITIGATION MEASURES: 
  
As there would be either no impact or less than significant impacts to greenhouse gases 
resulting from the project, no mitigation measures are required.  
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XVII.  MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE.     
     
a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the 

quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important 
examples of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

 X   

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable?  (“Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of the past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects)? 

  X  

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly? 

 X   

 
 

a) The project has the potential to impact avian species pursuant to the Federal Migratory 
Bird Treaty and California Fish and Game Code 3503, and to adversely affect oak tree 
species protected by the City of Agoura Hills Oak Tree Preservation Ordinance. With 
incorporation of mitigation measures, these impacts would be reduced to a level of less 
than significant. While the proposed site is not expected to have significant cultural 
resources, given its location within a general region of archaeological/paleontological 
significance, there remains the potential for such resources to be uncovered during 
construction activities. With the incorporation of mitigation measures, however, such 
impacts would be reduced to a level of less than significant. Impacts are therefore less 
than significant with mitigation. 

 
b) Impacts relating to air quality are considered less than significant. Nonetheless, standard 

AQMD construction mitigation measures, namely Best Management Practices, have been 
included in this document to ensure that air quality impacts, including from a cumulative 
perspective, remain less than significant. Therefore, impacts are considered less than 
significant. 

 
c) Impacts relating to aesthetics and geology and soils were found to be less than significant 

with incorporation of mitigation measures. Therefore, they would not cause substantial 
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adverse effects on humans, either directly or indirectly. Impacts are considered less than 
significant with mitigation. 
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