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CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION  
 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and The City of Agoura Hills 
(City), propose to construct improvements at the U.S. 101/Palo Comado Canyon Road 
Interchange (PM 33.0/34.4) in Los Angeles County, within in the City of Agoura Hills.  
The proposed improvements include the No Build Alternative and the Build Alternative. 
 
Caltrans is acting as the NEPA lead agency under the provisions of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the 
Caltrans concerning the State of California’s participation in the Surface Transportation 
Project Delivery Pilot Program, which became effective July 1, 2007.  Caltrans has 
assumed FHWA responsibility under NEPA for environmental review, consultation, and 
coordination on this project.  Caltrans is also the lead agency under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
The CEQA and NEPA regulations do not require federal scoping for projects where an 
Initial Study/Environmental Assessment is the appropriate document.  However, a 
scoping process was conducted to ensure early consultation.  The comments received will 
provide guidance to Caltrans in the preparation of the environmental and engineering 
studies. 
 
Letters notifying the appropriate local, state, federal agencies and residents of the formal 
initiation of studies were prepared and mailed on October 5, 2010, using a list of 
individuals within a minimum 300-foot radius of the project.  A scoping notice was 
published on September 30, 2010 in the Ventura County Star and the Acorn Newspaper.   
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CHAPTER 2 - PUBLIC SCOPING  
 
 
2.1 Notice of Public Scoping/Initiation of Studies 
 
Once the project alternatives were identified, Caltrans initiated the process to solicit 
written comments and/or suggestions from interested parties, including public agencies, 
elected officials, and residents.  A notice of public scoping/initiation of studies was sent 
via U.S. Mail to these interested parties, which included a description of the project 
alternatives and an invitation to comment on the alternatives, either in writing or at the 
scoping meeting.  A complete list of the recipients is attached in Appendix A. 
 
In addition to the letters sent via U.S. Mail, a notice of public scoping/initiation of studies 
was published in area newspapers.  Copies of these notifications can also be found in 
Appendix A.  A list of the publications used to circulate the notice of public 
scoping/initiation of studies, along with the publication date, is included in Table 1, 
below. 
 
 

TABLE 1 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF SCOPING MEETING 

 
Date 
 

Publication 

September 30, 2010 The Acorn Newspaper 
 

September 30, 2010 Ventura County Star Newspaper 
 

 
 
2.2 Public Scoping Meeting 
 
A public scoping meeting was held on October 14, 2010 at Agoura Hills City Hall, 30001 
Ladyface Court, Agoura Hills, CA  91301.  The meeting took place from 6:00 pm to 8:00 
pm, where information regarding the proposed project and the environmental process was 
disseminated to those in attendance.  Those presenting information to the public included 
staff members from Caltrans, the City of Agoura Hills, and the City’s consultants.  
Copies of the scoping meeting materials, including fact sheet, PowerPoint presentation, 
and sample comment cards, are attached in Appendix B. 
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Those attending the scoping meeting were able to view large-scale plans of the proposed 
alternatives and ask questions during the first half hour (approximately 6:00 pm to 6:30 
pm).  During the next hour (approx. 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm), the project alternatives, 
environmental process, and potential project schedule were described to the public 
through a PowerPoint presentation.  During the final half hour of the scoping meeting 
(approx. 7:30 pm to 8:00 pm), members of the public were able to ask questions and 
provide comments.  Six (6) requests to speak were received; a summary of the verbal 
comments received are provided in Table 2, below.  An annotated agenda of the pubic 
scoping meeting can be found in Appendix C. 
 
 
2.3 Public Comments Received 
 
The primary purpose of the public scoping meeting was to provide information to 
interested parties, and to receive feedback to ensure that all factors are considered as part 
of the project design and environmental process.  Six (6) individuals requested to speak 
during the scoping meeting by submitting request cards; others spoke during the open 
question and comment portion of the meeting.  The verbal comments are summarized in 
Table 2; request cards are attached in Appendix D. 
 
 

TABLE 2 
VERBAL COMMENTS RECEIVED AT PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

(SUMMARY) 
 

Source 
 

Comment 

Speaker #1 
 - The area is rural in nature and that widening Palo Comado will 

increase traffic volume and traffic speed. 

- Money earmarked for this project should be used to build a 
soundwall instead. 

- The project will decrease home values in Old Agoura. 

- Correct only the safety issue at the northbound freeway exit 
ramp (sight distance). 

Speaker #2 
 - Do not spend taxpayer money on this project; stop the project 

at this phase, early on. 

Speaker #3 
(Phil Ramuno) - People live here for the rural nature of the community and want 

to keep it that way. 

- Objects to the level of environmental document. 

- Would like to see more than two alternatives. 
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Speaker #4 
(Tara Farkash) - There are bushes blocking sight distance at the northbound off-

ramp, which should be cut.  The off-ramp does not need to be 
widened. 

- South of Palo Comado (industrial/commercial area) needs to be 
widened. 

- A soundwall should be constructed at the northbound on-ramp. 

- Question regarding the accident data. 

- Widening is growth inducing. 

- Cannot mitigate the impacts on this kind of project. 

- The build alternative appears to be a “done deal.” 

Speaker #5 
(Jess Thomas) - Concerned about the growth inducement resulting from build 

alternative. 

- The environmental document needed is an EIR. 

- Wants to keep the community feel as is. 

- There is a history of opposition to these type of projects in the 
area. 

Speaker #6 
(Larry Brown) - The northeast quadrant (former school site) was fought against. 

- In favor of the no build alternative. 

- The build alternative will induce growth and encourage people 
to cut through to park and little league fields. 

- Build a soundwall at the northbound on-ramp instead of the 
build alternative. 

- A different configuration should be considered. 

Open Discussion 
(Comments & 
Questions) 

- Questions regarding who initiated this project. 

- Questions regarding the traffic information: LOS criteria, 
severity of accidents, etc. 

- The bridge functions well as is, except for the north turn lane. 

- Old Agoura is already built out. 

 
The public comment period ended on November 1, 2010; however, all comments that 
were received through November 4, 2010 are included in this document.  Eleven (11) 
written comments were received; a summary of those comments is included in Table 3.  
All written comments are attached in Appendix E. 
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TABLE 3 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
(SUMMARY) 

 
Source 

 
Date Received Topic 

William Bernfeld October 4, 2010 Request for information. 

Native American 
Heritage 
Commission 

October 6, 2010 Native American cultural resources 
within the project vicinity. 

Tara Farkash October 10, 2010 Opposes build alternative. 

Michael Jeanes October 14, 2010 Opposes build alternative. 

June Slayton October 14, 2010 Opposes build alternative. 

Allen Robinson October 14, 2010 Opposes build alternative. 

Santa Monica 
Mountains 
Conservancy 

October 15, 2010 Wildlife crossing in project corridor. 

Richard Watters October 20, 2010 Opposes build alternative. 

Old Agoura 
Homeowners 
Association 

October 31, 2010 Opposes build alternative. 

National Park 
Service 

November 4, 2010 Wildlife movement and, signage in 
project corridor. 

Santa Monica 
Mountains 
Conservancy 

November 4, 2010 Amendment to previous letter. 
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CHAPTER 3 - SUMMARY  
 
Caltrans and the City of Agoura Hills began the public outreach efforts early in the 
project development process, and will continue to solicit input and comments from the 
community and other stakeholders through the design and environmental process.  Public 
outreach has been conducted in an effort to fully identify, address, and resolve project-
related issues through early coordination. 
 
 



Palo Comado Canyon Road/US 101 Interchange Project 7 
Scoping Summary Report 

CHAPTER 4 - LIST OF PREPARERS  
 
 
Richard Galvin, GPA Environmental 

 

Erinn Peterson, GPA Environmental 

 

Carlos Montez, Caltrans 

 

Natalie Hill, Caltrans 

 

Nathan Hamburger, City of Agoura Hills 

 

Robert Blume, Kimley-Horn and Associates 
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APPENDIX A  
 
 
 
NOTICE OF SCOPING/INITIATION OF STUDIES 
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APPENDIX B  
 
 
 
INFORMATION DISSEMINATED TO THE PUBLIC 
 



PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING
U.S. 101 and Palo Comado Canyon Road

Purpose of this Public Scoping Meeting
The purpose of this scoping meeting is to describe the 
proposed project to agencies and the public and to solicit 
input on the project purpose and need, alternatives, 
and the environmental studies that will be prepared 
for this project. The scoping period is the process of 
informing the public that a project is underway and that 
an environmental review on that project has begun.

Overview of Proposed Project
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), 
and the City of Agoura Hills propose to widen the entire 
length of Palo Comado Canyon Road, between Driver 
Avenue to the north and Chesebro Road to the south, from 
2 to 4 lanes. Within these limits the Palo Comado Canyon 
Road Overcrossing over U.S. 101 would be widened to 
provide 2 lanes in each direction and a northbound turn 
lane. Class II bike lanes and sidewalks would also be 
provided on both sides of the overcrossing. The entire 
project limits are within Los Angeles County in the City 
of Agoura Hills. The project area and the study limits are 
shown on the attached fi gures.

Project Purpose
Reduce existing and forecasted traffi c congestion  
within the project limits

Improve circulation at the U.S. 101/Palo Comado  
Canyon Road interechange and adjacent roadway 
network

Improve safety at the U.S. 101/Palo Comado Canyon  
interchange

Accommodate pedestrian and bicycle traffi c along  
Palo Comado Canyon Road

Identifi ed Alternatives/Descriptions
No Build Alternative - The No Build Alternative 
would maintain the current confi guration of the U.S. 
101/Palo Comado Canyon Road Interchange, and the 
Palo Comado Canyon Overcrossing above U.S. 101 would 
remain as a two-lane facility with a sidewalk on the west 
side only. Palo Comado Canyon Road and Overcrossing 
would not be widened, and sidewalks and bike lanes 
would not be added.

Build Alternative - The Build Alternative would widen 
the entire length of Palo Comado Canyon Road between 
Driver Avenue to the north and Chesebro to the south, 
from 2 to 4 lanes. Within these limits, the Palo Comado 
Canyon Road Overcrossing would be widened from one 
lane in each direction to provide 2 lanes in each direction 
and a northbound turn lane. Class II bike lanes and 
sidewalks would also be provided on the overcrossing 
and connect into the City’s sidewalk system on both sides 
of the overcrossing. The northbound on- and off-ramps 
would be reconfi gured; with an additional lane provided 
on the northbound off-ramp at the intersection with 
Palo Comado Canyon Road. The intersection of the U.S. 
101 northbound ramps and Palo Comado Canyon Road 
would be signalized, and the remaining intersections 
would remain unsignalized. 

Design Features
Widen both directions of the existing Palo Comado  
Canyon Road overcrossing structure

Install retaining walls to avoid or minimize right- 
of-way acquisition and/or impacts to adjacent 
properties

Modify northbound on-/off-ramp 

Improve roadway to meet City design standards 

Relocate utilities within the local roadways and  
adjacent to State right-of-way

Environmental Process
Caltrans and the City have initiated technical studies 
and anticipate that the appropriate environmental 
document for this project would be an Initial Study/
Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), respectively.

Project Schedule
Scoping Meeting  October 14, 2010
Public Comment Period Ends November 1, 2010
Public Review of Draft IS/EA Spring 2011
Final IS/EA Summer 2011
Final Design Spring 2012
Begin Construction Summer 2012



What You Should Do
We welcome your comments on the proposed project and 
the environmental studies. If you have any comments 
regarding the proposed project and the environmental 
analyses, please provide written comments on the 
comment cards available at this meeting or mail your 
comments to Caltrans:

Carlos J. Montez, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation, District 7
100 South Main Street, MS16A
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3712

You may also submit comments via e-mail to: 
 carlos_montez@dot.ca.gov

The public comment period will close on: 
 November 1, 2010

What Happens After This?
After comments are received from agencies and the 
public, Caltrans and the City of Agoura Hills will 
complete the project technical studies and the Draft 
IS/EA. The Draft IS/EA will be distributed to agencies 
and the public for review and comment.

U.S. 101 and Palo Comado Canyon Road



US 101/Palo Comado Canyon 
Road Interchange 

Improvement Project
Scoping Meeting

October 14, 2010



Agenda

6:00-6:30 - Open House

6:30-7:00 - Introduction and Presentation

7:00-8:00 - Questions & Discussion



Environmental Scoping

• What is Scoping?
• Solicits input and comments from the public 

and agencies
• Refines project alternatives
• Identifies potential areas of interest

• What is Your Role?
• Provide written comments and relevant information
• Stay involved



Environmental Laws

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Initial Study (IS)
Caltrans is the Lead Agency

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Environmental Assessment  (EA)
Caltrans is the Lead Agency



Environmental Review Process

Public 
Hearing

Draft 
IS/EA

Scoping 
Meeting

Project Study 
Report/PEAR

Technical
Studies

CulturalCultural
Air QualityAir Quality
NoiseNoise
Biological ResourcesBiological Resources
Hazardous WasteHazardous Waste

Land Use & GrowthLand Use & Growth
CommunityCommunity
TrafficTraffic
Cumulative Cumulative 
ConstructionConstruction

We Are Here

MitigatedMitigated
NegativeNegative
Declaration/Declaration/
Finding of No Finding of No 
Significant Significant 
ImpactImpact
MND/FONSIMND/FONSI



The proposed project limits extend east and west of the 
Palo Comado Canyon Road interchange in the City of 
Agoura Hills, Los Angeles County. The limits extend 
approximately 0.6 miles to the west to PM 34.2 and 
approximately 0.6 miles to the east to PM 33.0 The 
length of the proposed project is 1.2 miles.

Project Area and Limits



Project Area Project Area 
and Limitsand Limits

Western Limits 
Post Mile 34.2

Western Limits 
Post Mile 34.2

Eastern Limits 
Post Mile 33.0
Eastern Limits 
Post Mile 33.0



Purpose and Need

Purpose:
To reduce existing and forecasted traffic congestion 
within the project limits;
To improve circulation at the US 101/ Palo Comado 
Canyon Road interchange and adjacent roadway 
network;
To improve safety at the US 101/ Palo Comado 
Canyon Road interchange; and
To accommodate pedestrian and bicycle traffic along 
Palo Comado Canyon Road.



Need :
The City’s General Plan (2010) has identified the US 
101/ Palo Comado Canyon Road interchange as 
deficient under existing and future forecast conditions;
Traffic data indicates that the total accident rate for the 
northbound off-ramp at US 101/ Palo Comado Canyon 
Road is higher than the statewide average for similar 
facilities;
Palo Comado Canyon Road currently has non-standard 
shoulders and sidewalks; and
Palo Comado Canyon Road does not have bike lanes. 

Purpose and Need (cont.)



Traffic Conditions with No Project

Existing &
Future 2035



Project Features
Widen both sides of the existing structure to provide 2 
lanes in each direction (with a turn lane), for a total of 5 
striped lanes
Improve the northbound off-ramp of the US 101/ Palo 
Comado Canyon Road  intersection
Widen Palo Comado Canyon Road between Driver 
Avenue to the north and Chesebro Road to the south 
from 2 to 4 lanes
Add retaining walls to avoid/minimize impacts to adjacent 
properties
Relocate utilities to accommodate the widening



Proposed Project Alternatives

No-Build Alternative

Build Alternative



No Build Alternative
The  No Build Alternative would maintain the current 
configuration of the interchange.

The Palo Comado Canyon Overcrossing would 
remain as a two-lane facility with a sidewalk on the 
west side only.

The Overcrossing would not be widened, bike lanes 
and sidewalks would not be added.



No Build Alternative No Build Alternative 



Build Alternative
The Build Alternative would widen the entire length of 
Palo Comado Canyon Road between Driver Avenue to 
the north and Chesebro Road to the south, from 2 to 4 
lanes.

The Palo Comado Canyon Road Overcrossing above 
US 101 would be widened from one lane in each 
direction to 2 lanes in each direction (with a turn lane), 
for a total of 5 striped lanes.

Class II bike lanes and sidewalks would also be provided 
on both sides of the overcrossing.



Maintain the existing configuration of the interchange 
ramps.  The northbound on- and off-ramps would be 
slightly re-configured; with an additional lane on the 
northbound off-ramp at the Palo Comado Canyon Road 
intersection.

The intersection of Palo Comado Canyon Road and the 
northbound ramps would be signalized.

Build Alternative (cont.)



Build Alternative Build Alternative 



Project Schedule
2012 20132010

Prel. DesignPrel. DesignPrel. Design

Final DesignFinal DesignFinal Design

BidBidBid

IS/EAIS/EAIS/EA

2011 2014

ConstructionConstructionConstruction



Project Contact for Comments

Please send comments by the close of business 
on November 1, 2010 to:

Carlos J. Montez, Senior Environmental Planner
California Department of Transportation, District 7
Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main Street
Los Angeles, CA  90012-3712

Nathan Hamburger, City of Agoura Hills
30001 Ladyface Court
Agoura Hills, CA  91301



City of Agoura Hills
US 101/Palo Comado Canyon 

Road Interchange Project

COMMENTS
&

DISCUSSION



COMMENT CARD  
 

CITY OF AGOURA HILLS, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
AND 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Palo Comado Canyon Rd/101 Interchange Improvement Project  

SCOPING MEETING 
October 14, 2010 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________DATE:_______________________ 
 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________PHONE:_____________________ 
 

CITY, STATE, ZIP:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  I wish to speak.     I would like to have the following statement filed for the record. 
  I would like to have the following question answered: 

 

 
COMMENT:  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Comments must be received no later than November 1, 2010. Comment cards may be mailed to Carlos Montez, Division of 
Environmental Planning, 100 S. Main Street, Suite 100, MS 16A, Los Angeles, CA 90012-3712. 
 
 
 
 

COMMENT CARD  
 

CITY OF AGOURA HILLS, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
AND 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Palo Comado Canyon Rd/101 Interchange Improvement Project  

SCOPING MEETING 
October 14, 2010 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________DATE:_______________________ 
 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________PHONE:_____________________ 
 

CITY, STATE, ZIP:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  I wish to speak.     I would like to have the following statement filed for the record. 
  I would like to have the following question answered: 

  
COMMENT: 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Comments must be received no later than November 1, 2010. Comment cards may be mailed to Carlos Montez, Division of 
Environmental Planning, 100 S. Main Street, Suite 100, MS 16A, Los Angeles, CA 90012-3712 
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ANNOTATED SCOPING MEETING AGENDA 
 



                                                Scoping Meeting Summary 
Palo Comado Canyon Road/ U.S. 101 Intersection Project 

October 14, 2010, Agoura Hills City Hall 
 

6:00-6:37pm    Open House 
6:38- 7:30pm   Powerpoint presentation 
 
Carlos Montez: Introduction 
Richard Galvin (GPA): Environmental and technical study overview- CEQA/NEPA 

- Interjection from community member about document level- How do we know it will not be an 
EIR? Answer: We expect the document level to be an IS/EA but will be sure once tech. studies 
have been completed 

Bob Blume (Kimley- Horn): Discussion of purpose and need, project limits, project schedule and 
project features 

 

Comments: 

 Speaker #1 

• The area is a horse community and widening Palo Comado will increase traffic and increase 
speed of cars; more people will use the route to access the High School 

• The money should be used to build a soundwall along the freeway (community member lives 
on Foothill) 

• The project will decrease home value in Old Agoura, the N/B freeway exit ramp is a problem 
b/c of sight distance, just correct that issue 
 
Speaker #2 

• Don’t spend taxpayer $, want to stop the project at this phase 
- Nathan Hamburger (Assistant City Manager, Agoura Hills) explained that there is already 

measure R funding in place for the project 
• Thank you to everyone for taking the time to have this meeting 

Speaker #3 (Phil Ramuno) 

• People live here for the rural nature of the community- no sewers, street lights, or sidewalks 
and that is how community likes it 

• Environmental Document level is concerning- how is it already determined? 
• Only “Build” and “No-Build” alternatives presented, why are there only 2 options? 
• “Don’t underestimate this community! This is not the San Fernando Valley!” 

Speaker #4 (Tara Farkash) 

• There is a problem with the N/B off-ramp but do not widen that area. There are bushes 
blocking the sight distance that need to be cut, which would immediately relieve some of the 
problem 

• Widen South of Palo Comado (industrial/commercial area needs it)  
• Soundwall for the N/B on-ramp 



• What kind of intersections is Palo Comado 0.04% above for accidents?  
• Widening = growth inducing 
• Cannot mitigate the traffic, noise, air quality, and growth impacts on this kind of project 
• Project appears to be a “done deal” 

Speaker #5 (Jess Thomas) 

• Growth-inducement of the project is main concern 
• IS/EA (MND/FONSI)? Should be an EIR 
• He will send a history of opposition to projects such as these 
• Want to keep community feel as is 

Speaker #6 (Larry Brown) 

• N/E quadrant of the project was fought for (open space) 
• In favor of No-Build Alternative- Irregular shoulders and no sidewalks is how the community 

likes it 
• “Build it and they will come” 
• A build-out will make people use it as a cut-through route- 2 little league fields, horse riding 

facilities, park that people will access 
• More lanes= more cars= more lights= more commerce (cyclical) 
• Better ways to spend the $, the soundwall for the N/B on-ramp is one of them 
• Tara Farkash’s idea for the new configuration should be considered 

- Bob Blume explained that there are many laws and regulations that have to be adhered to 
(City, Caltrans design standards, env. laws, etc) and project alternatives have to work within 
these 

Open Discussion- Comments/ Questions: 

• Why is this project happening? No community member asked for this project 
• For the LOS criteria (A-F), is the severity of accidents considered? What is it based on? 
• Only 2 accidents (since 1976 when first moved in) so why is it an “F”? Interested in the 

severity- injuries vs. fatalities 
• How long is the intersection an “F” during the day? Do we build for 1 hour of the day, or the 

other 23 hours? 
• Widen = growth- inducing (mentioned several times) 
• Old Aguora is for the most part built- out, just some commercial (Agoura Village) that is still 

being built and developed 
• The bridge functions very well aside from the north turn lane 

 

Carlos Montez: Wrap-up, reminder to sign-in to ensure on mailing list to receive environmental 
document and notices 

7:30-8:00pm    Presentation concludes, informal Q&A period 
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REQUESTS TO SPEAK 
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WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED 
 
 



CarlosCarlosCarlosCarlos     
MontezMontezMontezMontez ////DDDD07070707////CaltransCaltransCaltransCaltrans ////CAGovCAGovCAGovCAGov 

10/04/2010 12:02 PM

To robert.blume@kimley-horn.com

cc richard@galvinpreservation.com, Natalie 

Hill/D07/Caltrans/CAGov@DOT
bcc

Subject Fw: Palo Comado Canyon Road/U.S. 101 Interchange 

Project

Hi Bob
can you send him a map of the project limits.  Thnaks

Carlos Montez
Branch Chief
Environmental Planning

----- Forwarded by Carlos Montez/D07/Caltrans/CAGov on 10/04/2010 12:01 PM -----

""""BernfeldBernfeldBernfeldBernfeld ,,,,    William JWilliam JWilliam JWilliam J ."."."."    
<<<<WilliamWilliamWilliamWilliam ....BernfeldBernfeldBernfeldBernfeld @@@@klgatesklgatesklgatesklgates ....cccc
omomomom>>>> 

10/04/2010 09:35 AM

To "carlos_montez@dot.ca.gov" <carlos_montez@dot.ca.gov>, 
"nhamburger@ci.agoura-hills.ca.us" 

<nhamburger@ci.agoura-hills.ca.us>
cc

Subject Palo Comado Canyon Road/U.S. 101 Interchange Project

Gentlemen:

 
My brother and I own the vacant lot across from The Tire Man at the end of the cul de sac on Dorothy 
Drive in Agoura Hills.  I received the notice of the Scoping Meeting for the captioned project.

 
Is it possible to email me a map of the proposed street widening project?

 
Thank you.

 
Bill Bernfeld

 

William J. Bernfeld 
10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, 7th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA  90067 
Direct Dial: 310.552.5014 
Fax: 310.552.5001 

Email: william.bernfeld@klgates.com 

 
This electronic message contains information from the law firm of K &L Gates LLP.  The contents may be 
privileged and confidential and are intended for the use of the intended addressee (s) only.  If you are not 
an intended addressee, note that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this 
message is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please contact me at 
William.Bernfeld@klgates.com.
 











          Nathan Hamburger                                               
             <NHamburger@ci.ag                                              
             oura-hills.ca.us>                                          
To  
                                       Tara Farkash 
<tchrtawa@gmail.com>,   
             10/11/2010 07:32          "Carlos_Montez@dot.ca.gov"           
             AM                        <Carlos_Montez@dot.ca.gov>           
                                                                        
cc  
                                       Ramiro Adeva                         
                                       <radeva@ci.agoura-hills.ca.us>       
                                                                   
Subject  
                                       RE: Palo Comado Canyon Road/101      
                                       interchange project                  
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
Ms. Farkash, 
 
Thank you for sharing your comments, they have been received and will 
be noted. This improvement is part of the City’s long term General Plan 
update and is actually a safety improvement to what exists today.  I do 
respect and understand your position on keeping your community rural in 
nature.  We are aware of these concerns and will work to properly 
address them. 
 
Cordially, 
 
Nathan Hamburger 
Assistant City Manager 
Serving the City of Agoura Hills 
(818) 597-7308 Direct 
(818) 597-7341 Fax 
Nhamburger@ci.agoura-hills.ca.us 
 
From: Tara Farkash [mailto:tchrtawa@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2010 4:09 PM 
To: Carlos_Montez@dot.ca.gov 
Cc: Nathan Hamburger 
Subject: Palo Comado Canyon Road/101 interchange project 
 
Dear Sirs, 
    My name is Tara Farkash and I live at 28442 Driver Ave in Agoura 
Hills. 
I would like to take this oppurtunity to add my input on the proposal 
of widening of  Palo Comado Road and overcrossing of the 101 freeway. 
As a resident of the rural section of Agoura Hills, I do not want to 
encourage more traffic and more usage of this freeway ramp. I ride my 

mailto:tchrtawa@gmail.com


horse, walk to my neighbors, and watch children doing the same down 
Driver Ave. It is a neighborhood street lined with homes. It is zoned 
RA1 and we made our home here for that reason. The traffic has 
increased in usage and speed partially due to the two high schools that 
are on Driver Ave. Some of the students that attend these schools are 
not residents of our neighborhood. 
The traffic in the morning and at school dismissal time is actually 
horrible! I and others have to plan our day to avoid this traffic in 
front of our homes. This street is also used as a "short cut" to the 
101 freeway for those that reside in other areas of Agoura as well as 
those living in Oak Park. Although the traffic is horrible, it is my 
opinion that if the access is made more convenient, then even more will 
use it. Widening the overpass will give the illusion of making a quick 
trip to the school and other uses. That in itself will increase speed 
and trips down our two lane street. It is also my belief that if you 
widen the over cross, then it will be easier to widen the next section 
and the next, and before you know it I live on a five lane highway. 
History has proven this in countless cases. 
Please don't encourage more use of this offramp, the cut throughs and 
the school traffic should use Kanan Rd. so that our neighbors could get 
out of their driveways and walk across the street without fearing for 
our lives! I say "NO" to widening of Palo Comado Canyon /US101 
interchange(PM33.0/34.4) for residential safety and quality of life. 
Sincerely, 
Tara Farkash 
28442 Driver Ave 
Agoura Hills, Ca 91301 
818-707-6017 
 
 

















OLD AGOURA HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION  
6064 CHESEBRO ROAD 

AGOURA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 91301 
818-889-9965   

 
October 31,2010  
 
Mr. Carlos J. Montez, Branch Chief 
Division of Environmental Planning 
California Department of Transportation, District 7  
100 South Main Street, MS16A 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3712 
Carlos_montez@dot.ca.gov  
 
Dear Mr. Montez, 
 
Thank you for the thorough presentation of proposed plans to “improve” the Palo 
Comado Canyon Road/101 Freeway interchange on October 14.  
 
The Old Agoura Homeowners Association, a California non-profit corporation, strongly 
opposes most of the proposed plan. Old Agoura is a rural, equestrian-oriented, 
community that strives to protect and enhance the country ambiance of our community.  
The Agoura Hills General Plan formally recognizes and protects our goal in many ways. 
Urban amenities such as sidewalks, curbs and gutters, and streetlights are specifically 
prohibited. The Old Agoura Design Overlay extends to the South side of the freeway.   
 
Our long-term philosophical problem with the entire plan is that it is growth inducing.  
We are just winding up an 11-year fight with Los Angeles County over their proposal to 
allow a huge private school development at the northeast corner of this interchange, so 
we are well aware of what an increase in traffic carrying capacity could help justify in the 
future. We would much rather limit development than face future incremental 
urbanization. It is completely unacceptable to pursue the proposed design on the basis of 
a Mitigated Negative Declaration/ Finding of No Significant Impact.   
 
The more immediately objectionable impacts of the proposal are the widening of Palo 
Comado Canyon Road, on the North side of the bridge, down to Chesebro Road, and the 
proposal for a signal light at the freeway intersection. Daily experience demonstrates that 
there is no present safety or traffic-flow need and the retaining stem-walls required would 
detract from the present open visual nature of the trip up the hill. A traffic signal at the 
freeway would significantly prolong the Agoura High School logjams.  
 
We accept that there are structural upgrades and line-of-sight problems that need to be 
dealt with, but we remain very skeptical of the need for the Herculean job proposed.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
Jess Thomas, President 

mailto:Carlos_montez@dot.ca.gov


 
     
 
 
  



United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area
401 West Hillcrest Drive

Thousand Oaks, California 9 1360-4207
In reply refer to:

L76 I Palo Comado Bridge Widening

November 4, 2010

Carlos J. Montez
Division of Environmental Planning (Palo Comado/U.S. 101 Interchange Project)
California Department of Transportation, District 7
100 5. Main Street, Suite 100, MS 16A
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Palo Comado/U.S. 101 Interchange Project

Dear Mr. Montez:

The National Park Service has received the Notice of Scoping/Initiation of Studies for
proposed improvements at the US 101/Palo Comado Canyon Road Interchange, including the
widening of an existing overpass, widening of an existing offramp, and widening of
surrounding surface streets.

The National Park Service appreciates the opportunity to participate in the public review
process for the proposed project. We provide comments on the effects of private and public
land development in the Santa Monica Mountains at the invitation of state and local units of
government with authority to prevent or minimize adverse uses. We assume a neutral
position and do not support or oppose land development. We offer the following comments.

Wildlife Movement

The proposed project is located near the most critical wildlife linkage for the Santa Monica
Mountains. This linkage connects the Santa Monicas to the Sierra Madre Range (most of
which is protected as a part of Los Padres National Forest) via the Simi Hills and the Santa
Susana Mountains. Surrounded largely by urban development, the viability of ecosystems in
the Santa Monicas depends on habitat linkages to other larger undeveloped natural areas.
This linkage has a significant chokepoint across the US 101 freeway between Palo Comado
Canyon Road (Chesebro exit) and Las Virgenes Road, centered on the Liberty Canyon area.
This chokepoint is significant in two respects: First, the linkage narrows significantly as it
crosses the freeway. Second, the ten-lane (eight travel lanes plus two auxiliary lanes), fenced
freeway is a major obstacle at this narrow point.
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Published NPS data indicates that the 101 freeway is a significant barrier to large carnivore
movement and that this hindrance of movement is already impacting the genetics of species
such as bobcats. If animals are further prevented from crossing the 101 freeway, these species
will likely go extinct within the Santa Monica Mountains. We do not currently have data
indicating whether or not mountain lions, bobcats, and other species use the Palo Comado
bridge to cross over the freeway. Based on our studies of other crossing points, it is quite
possible that animals could be using this bridge as a crossing point.

We recommend that wildlife monitoring take place before the proposed project to indicate
whether this bridge is being used as a freeway crossing by animals. If pre-project monitoring
shows that the bridge is being used by wildlife, we recommend mitigation measures such as
wildlife-friendly lighting and wildlife-passable crossing areas be incorporated into the design
of the expanded bridge. Widening, signalization, and any additional street lighting associated
with the proposed project may impact wildlife movement.

Post-project monitoring should also be considered to evaluate the effectiveness of these
measures in order to quantify the impact of this project on wildlife movement and inform
future projects. Ideally, such monitoring would include other areas of potential wildlife
movement near the bridge, such as Cheeseboro Creek (which passes underneath the freeway
via a culvert) and the Liberty Canyon Road underpass as reference data for the construction
project. Monitoring would also provide a broader picture of wildlife movement in the area
and the role and significance of the bridge in the context of other potential wildlife crossing
locations.

Signage

The Palo Comado Canyon Road Bridge (via the Chesebro on and offramps) serves as the
primary freeway access for federal parkiand at Cheeseboro and Palo Comado Canyons in the
Simi Hills. Cheeseboro and Palo Comado Canyons are popular recreation sites for residents
and visitors to the area and house a number of recreational opportunities including horseback
riding, biking and hiking. NPS is currently planning improvements at the Cheeseboro
Canyon trailhead, the main access point for these park sites. The new trailhead will
approximately double the existing parking capacity. The new trailhead will also receive an
upgraded visitor contact station. We anticipate this will increase visitor use at these park
sites.

Due to the layout of the existing southbound US 101 on and offramps and the complex web of
streets in the vicinity of the ramps (some streets of which are discontinuous), it can be
confusing to navigate to the Cheeseboro Canyon trailhead. We recommend that wayfinding
signage directing motorists to the Cheeseboro trailhead be included as a part of the project in
order to ensure that this recreational resource can be easily found by the public. We would be
glad to work with Caltrans, the City of Agoura Hills, and other public parkland agencies in
the Simi Hills to develop directional signage to public recreation sites within the Simi Hills
that are accessed from the Chesebro exit.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have questions, please call Melanie Beck,
Outdoor Recreation Planner, at (805) 370-2346.

Sincerely,

/

Attachments: Possible Wildlife Crossing Points Map

Crøia.

cc: Joe Edmiston, Executive Director, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
Ron Schafe,uperintendent, Angeles District, State Department of Parks and

Recreation Ac.k..
Clark Stevens, Executive Officer, Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica

Mountains

Superintendent



Attachment 1: Potential Wildlife Crossing Points
Santa Monica Mountains to Sierra Madre Mountains Linkage at U.S. 101 Freeway
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Simi Hills
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1. Palo Comado Overpass

2. Across Mainline Freeway (Fenced)

3. Liberty Canyon Underpass3. Liberty Canyon Underpass

Santa Monica Mountains
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November 4, 2010 

Mr. Carlos Montez 
Division of Environmental Planning (Palo Comado/us 101 Interchange Project) 
California Department of Transportation, District 7 
100 South Main Street, Suite 100, MS 16A 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

Dear Mr. Montez: 

Palo Comado/us 101 Interchange 
07-LA-101 (PM 33.0/34.4) 

Addendum to Previous Letter 

The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (Conservancy) previously commented on the 
proposed project on October 15, 2010. Since that time, we have collaborated with the 
National Parks Service. (NPS) and concur with their recommendation to add a mitigation 
measure requiring further wildlife corridor study in the project vicinity. As we mentioned 
in our previous letter, this corridor crossing of the 101 Freeway is highly constrained, with 
documented effects on wildlife permeability and genetic diversity. Further study is needed 
to better understand these constraints with the goal of eventually constructing an 
infrastructure solution to the habitat fragmentation caused by the freeway. 

The mitigation measure should allocate funding to NPS to conduct the proposed wildlife 
monitoring, beginning as soon as possible to capture a sufficient time period of crossing 
data. As noted by NPS, this monitoring must take place both before and after the proposed 
project. We anticipate that the required level of monitoring will cost approximately 
$100,000, however will defer to NPS expertise to better define the study parameters. 
Depending on the preliminary results of this study, the Conservancy may offer additional 
comments. Uyou have any questions, I can be reached at (310) 589-3200, ext. 128. 

Deputy Director 
Natural Resources and Planning 




